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 Nina, the third of five children born to Aldo and Estel-
la Leopold, continued to promote the  conservation philosophy 
of her father.  All five of the Leopold children were greatly 
influenced by their father.  All pursued scientific careers.  Nina 
spent her final three decades writing and lecturing about her 
father, the land ethic, and conservation issues, but also contin-
ued to be active in research. 
 Nina graduated from the University of Wisconsin with 
a degree in geography.  In her early professional career, she 
worked with her first husband, William Elder, on wildlife-
related projects that included lead poisoning in waterfowl, biol-
ogy of Nene geese in Hawaii, and behavior of waterbuck in 
Botswana.  She moved back to Wisconsin in 1976 with her 
second husband, Charles Bradley, where she continued obser-
vations of her father and directed research on restoration of the 
Leopold Memorial Reserve.  She was senior author of a 1999 
study published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences that analyzed phenological records begun by Aldo 
and continued by her and Charles, that demonstrated climate 
change was having a measurable impact on local ecosystems. 
 Nina and Charles initiated the Leopold Fellows pro-
gram, that provided opportunities for graduate students to con-
duct research on the Leopold Reserve and restoration ecology.  
More than 30 participants published over two dozen papers and 
completed several master's theses and doctoral dissertations.  In 
1982, the Leopold children established the Aldo Leopold Foun-
dation.  Nina served as full-time volunteer, and with her hus-
band, established many of the educational and landscape resto-
ration and conservation initiatives that have become the corner-
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“It was through Nina, in no small way, that the work and contribu-
tions of Aldo Leopold became more widely recognized and appreciat-
ed. She could speak of the wisdom (of Leopold's words) with great 
passion, insight, and understanding, and through her words, inspire 
countless others. Through Nina Leopold Bradley, Aldo Leopold's 
work has been continued and greatly expanded.”    — Alan Haney 
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With first husband, William Elder, 
worked on wildlife-related projects 
that included lead poisoning in wa-
terfowl, biology of Nene geese in 
Hawaii, and behavior of waterbuck 
in Botswana.   

Senior author of 1999 study pub-
lished in Proceedings of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences that 
analyzed phenological records be-
gun by Aldo and continued by Nina 
and Charles  that demonstrated 
climate change was having a meas-
urable impact on local ecosystems. 

Nina and Charles initiated the Leo-
pold Fellows program.  

Central in envisioning the Aldo 
Leopold Legacy Center that opened 
in 2007, serving as the base of on-
going educational programs, a cen-
ter for Leopold scholars, and the 
headquarters for the Aldo Leopold 
Foundation.   
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stone of the Foundation's work. After the Foundation hired full-
time staff in 1996, Nina remained active as a Board member, and 
at times, she served as chairperson.  She was central in the envi-
sioning the Aldo Leopold Legacy Center that opened in 2007, 
serving as the base of ongoing educational programs, a center for 
Leopold scholars, and headquarters for the Foundation.  The Cen-
ter was given a Platinum certification by the Green Building 
Council's Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED) program. 
 Arguably more important than any of her related accom-
plishments, for over 30 years Nina was the central promoter and 
spokesperson for the conservation philosophy and wisdom of her 
father.   She and Charles built their home on the Leopold Memori-
al Reserve, where she was able to meet and talk with the groups 
that regularly visited the Shack.  As concern about the environ-
ment grew, the numbers wishing to visit the Shack and connect 
with Aldo Leopold continues to increase. Conservation scholars 
from around the world regularly visit and gave lectures that are 
open for anyone who wished to participate.  More than anyone 
else, it was Nina who was asked to speak on the Leopold Legacy 
at meetings and banquets.  It was through Nina, in no small way, 
that the work and contributions of Aldo Leopold became more 
widely recognized and appreciated.  The power and wisdom of 
Leopold's words need no interpretation, but as one who witnessed 
and participated in the birthing of Sand County Almanac, Nina 
could speak of that wisdom with great passion, insight, and under-
standing, and through her words, inspire countless others.  
Through Nina Leopold Bradley, Aldo Leopold's work has been 
continued and greatly expanded. 
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