Wisconsin home for some portion of their lives, and all made im
portant and enduring contributions to the cause of conservation on
the state, regional and/or national levels.
As Ron Zimmennan explained, the Wisconsin Conservation
Hall of Fame was created to recognize individuals like these. The
fonner director of the Schmeeckle Reserve at UW-Stevens Point
the Visitor Center tl1ere is the Hall's physical home--Zimmennan
has been involved with the WCHF since the beginning.
"Bill Horvath (class of 2014) was the driving force behind the
Hall's establishment," Zimmennan said as we stood before the
handsome wooden plaques that memorialize the Hall's inductees.
"But all of us who attended the organizational meetings in the early
1980s agreed on its mission . .In addition to honoring deserving
men and women, we felt that the Hall should inspire future gen
erations of conservationists and educate the public about Wis
consin's rich conservation heritage."
one-room gallery with banks of windows looking out on
tJ1e woods, trails and wildlife of the 280-acre Schmeeckle
Reserve, the Hall itself is a modest affair. The honorees'
plaques-etched witJ1 their likenesses; dates of birth, death (if
applicable) and induction; and either a direct quote or a snippet
of biographical description-line a wall. A touch-screen computer
allows visitors to access detailed infonnation about tJ1e inductees
and their accomplishments; tJ1ose less comfortable witJ1 technology
can carry a voluminous three-ring binder to one of several bent
wood chairs and flip tJrrough at their leisure.
The Schmeeckle Reserve (pronounced SCHMEECK-lee) is
named for Fred Schmeeckle, a member of the WCHF class of 1990
and tl1e man who founded Point's College ofNatural Resources-

A

first of its kind in the nation and still regarded as one of the best.
To reach the Hall of Fame Gallery, you first pass through the
Wisconsin Conservation History Museum. Designed by students
in the College of Natural Resources, it tells the story of how those
very resources-fur, timber, fish and wildlife, even the land itself
were exploited and abused until pioneering conservationists like
Increase Lapham (class of 1992) and Charles Van Hise (class of
2004) sounded an alann and protections began to be put in place.
The museum's most popular exhibit is a vintage "warden tnick"
-a vehicle that kids of every age can get behind the wheel of and
that's syncbed to an audio of a conservation warden apprehending a
gang of deer poachers. I'm told tJ1at when George Meyer, longtime
director of the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation (and former director
of the DNR), visited the museum for his 2018 induction into the
Hall, he was so excited upon seeing the truck that he shed his
professional buttoned-down demeanor and hopped in.
Whether you visit the Hall virtually or in person, there are
several takeaways. One is how incredibly interconnected and col
laborative tJ1e honorees were in their efforts. Multiple inductees,
for example, were involved in the fight to ban DDT, the wide use
of which had, by the 1960s, decimated populations of many birds.
The other, and perhaps the most important message of all, is
this: One person can make a difference.
The Wisconsin Conservation Hall of Fame, 2419 N. Point Drive in Ste
vens Point, is open 7 days a week, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. For information,
visit wchf.org or call 715/346-4992. The 2019 induction will be held
April 13 at SentryWorld Atrium, 601 N. Michigan Avenue, Stevens
Point. Reception at 12:30 p.m. and ceremony at 2 p.m. are free and
open to the public. Dinner at 4:30 has a fee of $25 per person.
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