
ARLIE W. [BILL] SCHORGER
Naturalist-Conservationist



A LIFELONG PASSION FOR NATURAL HISTORY



After a successful and lucrative 
career as a chemist, entrepreneur 
and business man (1916-49), Bill 
“retired” and began a second 
career as a wildlife management 
professor at UW-Madison focused 
on natural history, conservation 
and philanthropy (1951-72).

41 patents enriched him 
and his companies 



Without Bill Schorger’s
support, Aldo Leopold’s 
career at UW-Madison 
might not have happened.

SUPPORTING ALDO LEOPOLD



1955 1966

AN AWARD-WINNING AUTHOR

Authored over 275 publications on natural history and conservation



CONSERVATION LEADERSHIP 
AND PHILANTHROPY

• Wisconsin Conservation 
Commissioner

• President, Wisconsin Academy 
of Sciences, Arts and Letters, 

• Founder and President, 
Wisconsin Society for 
Ornithology

• Director, National Audubon 
Society

• Active in many other groups



BILL SCHORGER
An Encyclopedic Knowledge 

of Wisconsin’s Natural History



A 60-YEAR TREASURE TROVE 
OF FIELD NOTES



MAKING SENSE OF ECLECTIC OBSERVATIONS



DEFINING ECOLOGICAL BASELINES 
FOR WISCONSIN



BILL SCHORGER
A Passion for the Passenger Pigeon



Stevens Point (April, 1855): “...horizon completely 
overcast to darkness by heavy clouds of pigeons”

ONE OF >10,000 EYEWITNESS 
ACCOUNTS SCHORGER DOCUMENTED 

FOR HIS 1955 BOOK



WISCONSIN SOCIETY FOR ORNITHOLOGY



THE PASSENGER PIGEON MONUMENT



BILL SCHORGER’S CONSERVATION LEGACY:
THE CAUTIONARY TALE OF A LOST BIRD

“This species 
became extinct 
through the 
avarice and 
thoughtlessness 
of man” 
A.W. Schorger

Passenger Pigeons by Owen Gromme


