A STUDY OF ROAD KILLS
By A. W. SCHORGER

Having occasion to make approximately weekly trips between Madi-
son, Wisconsin, and Freeport, linois, for a number of years, a record
was kept of all of the birds found dead on the road. The distance be-
tween these cities is 70 miles, of which 13 are in Illinois. The period
during which observations were made ran from June 8, 1932, through
March 27, 1950, a span of 18 consecutive years. In all 693 trips were
made, an average of 38.5 per year.

A total of 64 species of birds, some ol which would not be expected
to be killed by automobiles, was found. The red-tailed hawk and crows
were killed where there was a cut in the road or a curve. Most of the
crows were killed in winter when they were feeding on rabbits. On oc-
casions I have narrowly missed hitting one. The shorebirds were found
where the road ran through marshy land. The less aup was picked
up on the bridge that crosses the Pecatonica River when entering Free-
port. It had evidently followed the river, rose to clear the bridge, and was
struck by a car,

Chimney swifts have a habit of hawking over the concrete roads
when there is a sharp drop in temperature. My journal entry for May
29, 1947, reads: “Temperature dropped to 34° last night. Cold until
about noon when it warmed somewhat. I crossed the bridge over the
Pecatonica on my way home at 3:15. There was a strong, cold wind
blowing from the west. The embankment beyond the bridge is sheltered
by trees and shrubs, and about 20 chimney swilts were feeding over the
concrete road, flying as low as two feet above it. Some ol the birds
swooped down to it at right angles and others flew over it lengthw
Presumably there were more insects here than elsewhere due to shelt
from the wind. There were five dead swilts in the road, struck by cars,
within a distance of 500 feet. All appeared to have been killed within
an hour. None was there this morning.”

Species No. Killed Species No. Killed

Picd-billed Grebe 6 Yellow-billed Cuckoo .
Lesser Scaup Duck . 1 Black-billed Cuckoo ...
Red-tailed Hawk . 1 Sereech Owl ...
Bob-white Bl Short-eared Owl
Chukar Partridge Whip-poor-will
Nighthawk
Chimney Swift ..
Belted Kinghsher .

1 Flicker
Killdeer ) ‘Red-headed Woodpecker .. 389
Wilson's § 3 Yellow-bellied Sapsucker .. 2
Upland Plover 4 Hairy Woodpecker .. 1
Pectoral Sandpiper . 1 Downy Woodpecker 5
Mourning Dove 61 Eastern Kingbird . 28
Pigean e i oozt s e =) Alder Flycatcher . 1

53




