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(EDITORS: Thisg ;s ene of the acticles in the anmual seriez of proflles
of Unlversity of Wisconsin faculty members rektiring this year.)
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M&ﬁISO#, Wis.==(4dvance for BM's of Thuvsday, May 24)-<The man who has
guided the agrie#ltutal research activities of the University of Wisconsin for near-
ly & quarter of g century will retire July 1. He is Noble Clark, assgoeciate directoy
of the Wisconsin| agricultuxral experiment station.

In leaFing the job, Clark can look back with satisfaction om 35 yeevs in
égricultural res%arch administration at the University--years of fantastic growth in
?he research prnFram and staff, years of changing reseavch emphasis, and some of
the most fruitful years of digaovery.
| He joined the Wisconsin staff in 1927, as assistant to Dean Harry L.
ﬁusEeil, Three years later, he was neamed assistant director of the agrieultural
éxparimant station., In another eight years--1938--he became assoclate director, a
éast he has hald since.
| In 1930, some 80 staif mewmbers were engaged in research projects in &the
agriculeural experiment station. In 1962, the rescarch gtaff numbered move Lhan
256, plus numerous graduate student research asaistants.

There have been many changés in the resesrch program during Clark's years
as associate divector, Mpre effort is beilng placed on.basic research which seeks
to build scientific principle in comtrast to applied research which seeks
to f£ind a practical application of scientific principles. More suppert also goes
to research in ggciai science departments such as agricultural economies, rural

sociology, and agricultural educstion,
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Clark views money spent for resesrch as a public ilovestment and agricul-
tural vesesreh ds a particularly higheyielding investment.
| "Dollars which have been invested in sgriculturel research over the years
==pn projects that were unsuccessful, as well as bhighly profitable ones such as the

development of hybrid cors--are year after yeay bringing public and private benefits

of 35 per cent dnd move. Few investment opportunities can be compared with that,”
he stated in 3 QQSS gpesch commamorating the 75th anniversary of the Wisconsin
agriculiural experiment station. .
‘ Not a |selsniist himsgelf, Clayk takes little eredit for the seientific
édvances which have come out of experiment station laboratories during his years in
research administration. But his scientific collesgues quickly ackmowledge the
ﬁmpartance of Clark's wise administrative policies in the swccess of the research
:prsgram.
"A good research administrator doesn't try to direct the immediate goals
oF the day-teo-day work of the vesesrch man,” one Wisconsin selentist states., 'The
wise administrator rather picks capable, forward-locking scienitists for his staff,
then gives them|the freedom and funds to carry their programs forward. Neble Clark
ibas done this and has proteciked hig staff from undue outgide inteyferenmce which
Ltands to lesgen the freedom of the scientist to plan and carry out his specialized

technical operations.”

Throvghout his professional career, Clark has been intensely conecerned with

world-wide problems of food supply, Immediately after World War II, he sevved as

deputy dirvector |of the United Nations Food and Agrieulture Organization (FAQ).

The yéar before he had headed a Ffive-nation FAQ mission which survayed

agricultural pf?duﬁticn in Poland., From 1943 to 1948, he was chaleman of the

Commnittee on Eaécwar Agricultural Policy of the Association of Land-Grant Colleges
‘ :
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He hag alsc held a long time intersst in land tewwre and lsnd use planniog,

an interest which stems from his early work as-agricultural advieoy for the Wiscon-

sin Colonization

Co. in Sawyar County. An early land temure agsigmment was his post

as vegional divector of the Land Policy Seection of the Ul.5. Department of Agricul-

ture in 1934 while on leave from the University.

Clark®

stvengthening sdelal sclence researeh in the agricultural experiment station.

1950-51, he was
fiymly balieves

In 194
gaid: YResearch

eultural vessars

8 congern for welfare of rural pecple has been 8 powerful influence
in

& member of the President's Commipsion on Migratory Labor. He
that science can help solve social problems.

1, addreasing a group of agricultural reseavchers in Texas, Clark
on agricultural production alone is not enough. Our job as agri-

h workers 1s to understand the human needs we can help meet by

using vesearch d4s our tool. We should endeavor to anticipste these human needs."

And agein in 1961, Clark summarized a pressing social problem in a speech

at the annusl me

farm hoys a fair

eting of a milk ecooperative in Minmeapolis: '"We need to give ocur

deal. They need, they should have, and they ghould be encouraged

to take advantage of educational opportunities so they can make the most of their

iﬁberenc sapabll
up. They desery
;alternative, but

Clark®

guinnar Lzed in ag

iother quote £rom his Texas spesch in 1961.

ities. There is no.time to lose, bscause our farm boys are growiag
e better than to f£ind themselves with urban employment their best

forced to write on their job application that they are 'unskilled®.V
8 feeling about the future of agricultural production research is

"The agriculture of

the future is likely to require, and to deserve, even mere resesrch than now in the
{ .

various areas o$ crop and livesteck production. New agricultural chemicals, new

|

farm equipment %ud machines, nev technological developments of many kinda, will

inerease the deg

i

‘enormously camp%

|
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}endence of farmars on research to supply them with answere to the

icated problems they confront.”
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He began his professional career in 1915, when he graduated from Wiseensin
Ewith a B.5. degree and taught st Michigan State College for two years. In 1917 he
WAE manager of & farm in Cook County, Ill., and a year later became agricultural
advisor for the|Wisconsin Colonization Co. in Sawyer County. From 1922-27 he was

agricultural agent for Qﬁténagcn County in Michigan's Upper Peninsula.

Clafkgattendéd graduate schoul at Northwestern University and the Unidversit:
of Minnesora, a&d completad his M,5. degree in 1930 after his return to Wisconsin.
Clazk plans further speaking and writing sssignments on matters of world
food production; land tenure, and research administration. His talents will be
put to good use|in guest lectures before University clussar and in spesking appear-
}ancas in the ye?rs to come. He'll devote more time, teo, to the outdoor life he
;lvves at the Glérk’s cabin novth of Iske Superier, and ko the flowers and vegetables

around his Madison home,
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