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ORICON MARSH, once the greatest paradise for
game and fish in the northwest, was known in the
early days as Winnebago Marsh. The Winnebago
Indians made it their hunting and fishing grounds

long before the paleface ever pulled a trigger or cast a line
- within its borders. It spreads its 40,000 or more acres of land

over an area four to six miles wide and about eighteen miles

long in southeastern Wisconsin. This vast region is known as

the headwaters of Rock River, the two branches of which make

their junction in the marsh. Rock River was meandered by the
i United States Government Survey as far north as the north line
i of Township 11, North, Range 16, East, and by the Statutes of
i Wisconsin declared navigable as far north as Township 14,
' North, Range 15, East, the latter point being the north boun-
dary line of Dodge County. The local acts of Wisconsin of
1839 provided that ‘““Rock River is hereby declared to be a
public highway and forever free for the passage of boats, barges,
canoes, rafts or other crafts capable of navigating said river as
high up said Rock River as Township 14, Range 15.”

In 1845, with the approach of civilization, the old pioneers
erected a large dam across Rock River at Horicon, causing the
overflow of this vast area. Lake Horicon, picturesque and
i beautiful” in the extreme, with 'its peninsulas, islands and
; numberless bays and coves, sprang into existence. Lake
Horieon not only had the distinction of being the largest
artificial lake in the world, but was known as a haven for the
market hunter, commercial fisherman and trapper. Ducks and
geese abounded., Muskrat and mirk throve at the shores. Fish
of all kinds were caught and marketed in enormous quantities.
In the winter of 1857, fishermen shipped one hundred and forty
tons of pickerel and pike to eastern markets. Ice fishing be-
came a popular sport and a profitable business. This beauty
spot and game and fish paradise was destined, however, to
delight but a single generation. All too soon promoters
planned to remove the dam at Horicon. - Long and vexatious

‘tigation followed.

“In 1867 the promoters practically won their fight when the
; State of Wisconsin for some reason saw fit to sell the lands
: beneath the waters of Lake Horicon at five cents per acre. - A
% +Aaw was passed entitled “An Act to Incorporate the Union
I3
i

“Mechanics Manufacturing Company.” This act permitted the
removal of the dam in 1868. Lake Horicon slowly but surely
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sagged from its shores into Rock River. Winnebago Marsh,
later known as Horicon Marsh, again came into its own. Scoréé
of little lakes remained, abundantly rich in bivd and othef
animal life.

Then came a period from 1870 to 1883 when sportsmen fron §
other states were attracted to Horicon Marsh. Nearly evel §
species of migratory water fowl known to the inland waters® 3
North America could be found. Hunters shot more th® &
twenty-five varieties of wild ducks. )

Came a period in 1883 when the Diana Shooting Club “ﬁz
organized, largely by eastern capitalists. This club Jeased !
lower half of the Horicon Marsh. The upper half was leas(;g .
by Milwaukee and Fond du Lac sportsmen. Both clubs he ¥
undisputed hunting, fishing and trapping rights for many ye4™ -
So-called poachers and trespassers soon challenged these lea
held rights upon navigable waters through court procee 'gﬁ,sd

Came a time on December 23, 1904, when a petition was! 0
in the Circuit Court of Dodge County to establish the * HO”C%; !
Drainage District,” including within its scope all of the laﬂi"l 1
within the limits of Horicon Marsh. An order was e.ﬂtefe%i;. ’
said proceedings organizing and establishing such drainag® t;"
trict. Upon appeal to the Supreme Court of Wisconsit ~
interested parties, this order was reversed and the €a°
manded to the Circuit Court with directions to dismis "
petition, for the reason, among others, stated in the opmlof; '
the Supreme Court: “We hold Rock River is a navigable Strem;g
and that no authority of law was delegated to the co and
sioners to impair it or appropriate it for drainage pUFPO,S,eS’Tlds
that the drainage district ordered will have that effect. 5 o
case is reported in Volume 135 of the Wisconsin Reporigog,
pages 227-238. The decision was rendered on April 17
The petition was then dismissed in the Circuit Court.

Came a period in 1909 when an effort was made t0 &

i Prominent business men of Hoﬁc"n"’]ﬁnoi& !
town, Janesville, Beloit, Wisconsin, and Rockford, TIE
conceived a plan to reconstruct the dam at Horicon, an¢
that the lake thus recreated would not only be restored
old-time loveliness but would act as a reservoir iri'h?l,
the tremendous flood waters that rushed down upo
helpless cities each spring, doing damage in untold®
Due to the protests of drainage promoters an
engineers, the plan was finally abandoned.
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A Horicon marsh cornfield submerged last August.

Came a period in October, 1923, when the final campaign was
launched to flood Horicon Marsh. The Horicon Marsh Game
Protective Association (members at large of the Izaak Walton
League) was organized for the purpose of carrying on this fight.

In less than twelve months the Horicon Marsh project be-
came one of the leading topics of conservationists in America,
Rotary clubs, Kiwanis clubs, American Legion posts, Chambers
of Commerce, American Federation o” Women’s Clubs, Game
Protective associations, Rod and Gun clubs, heartily endorsed
the movement.

The Izaak Walton League of America, speaking through its
peerless leader, Will H. Dilg, was the guiding force of the
movement. ’

On December 7, 1923, at the annual convention of the Wis-
consin Division of the Izaak Walton League, held in Fond du
Lac, a resolution was drafted and wunanimously adopted
advocating that Horicon Lake be restored for posterity.

On April 14,
1924, at the Na-
tional Convention
of the Izaak Wal-
ton League of
America, held in
Chicago, Illinois, a
similar resolution
was presented and
adopted, amid tre-
mendous cheersand
applause.

On May 22, 1924,
the President of the
United States
issued a call for a
Recreation and
Out-door Conference to be held in Washington, D. C. Will H.
Dilg, President of the Izaak Walton League of America, pre-
sented the Horicon Marsh project as deserving a place among
the great conservation measures required to save out-door
America for posterity.

Officials at Washington are greatly interested in the Horicon
Marsh. United States senators and congressmen have en-
dorsed the plan to make Horicon Marsh a game and fish refuge.

Public sentiment is thoroughly aroused over the crimes
caused by indiscriminate drainage. Judge K. M. Landis says,
“This devastation has not only been stupid, but criminal. The
Izaak Walton League of America, to overcome our stupidity of
the past, is now making the fight for us and our children and
our children’s children. On December 12, 1924, Waltonians
fired the first gun to vindicate the public rights to navigable
waters on Horicon Marsh. Public sentiment is aroused over
this drainage crime, '

It is estimated that nearly 200,000 citizens will petition their
governor, attorney-general and railroad commission to in-
stitute proceedings to restore the navigability of Rock River in
Horicon Marsh, on the grounds that such navigable waters are
held in trust by the state for its people.

A resolution, sponsored and defended by
the Izaak Walton League of America, ask-
ing for an investigation of the matter has
passed the Wisconsin Assembly and is now
before the Senate.

Drainage promoters and interests out-
side of the state owning most of the Hori-
con Marsh lands, are instigating skillful
propaganda in opposition.

They have succeeded in arousing fifty or
more innocent farmers living around
Horicon Marsh to organize what is known
as the Horicon Marsh Farm Land Pro-

Grain fields of Horicon.

“Without suggestion, that should go straight to the heart ©

The League expects to organize a chapter in every county in the United States during
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Even the most skeptical must admit that agriculye
muskrats do not go together.

Tremendous pressure is being brought to bear to stey
investigation. And why? The issueis clear cutand the
tion merely asks for an investigation of the facts. Investig
will show that Horicon Marsh has failed to grow crops, sk
dry times everything burned up, while in wet seasons thea
are drowned out.
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the Horicon Marsh resolution was introduced. Not onlf &

the convention unanimously reaffirm the action taken by = &

body at its last annual convention, but it heartily endo
resolution now before the Wisconsin Legislature. s |
The old marsh is calling to its host of friends—calls t?r;mi »
for release from suffocating weeds and Canada thistles, e
vampire stream, a drainage scheme that has destroy
beauty nature once intended for all. hiet
If the activities of a few drainage fanatics, who care'ﬂobdf;
for public rights, go unchallenged, then the ol lake
virgin loveliness and fragrance, its golden sunsetsanc?>
ing moonlit nights, its thrill ofewild life, and-ite reedY X
washed banks, will be lost to"the enjoyment of t ousanré-
unborn. Waltonians ask only that man be compelled to
the water he has so ruthlessly drained away. . challe
There is an awakening call in the breezes, there 153 o
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( Continued on page 74)

Another *‘agricultural” view.
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. 4 is America’s finest
10%4x19Y4 inch cooking
surface, 10x19 inch warming shelf, Jolding
adjustable wind-shield. - Finished in baked
olive drab enamel. Price in U. S. $10.50.

Kampkook No
camp stove. Has

/

YOUR

L

Kampkook *surrer!
Instead of a stifling, sweltering kitchen, substitute &
picnic-site in the open——cooled by soothing, re-
freshing breezes. The drudgery of meal prepara.
tion is transformed into an appetizing pleasure—
with Kampkook.

Here’s Why Kampkook Leads:

Convenient as a gas range and faster.

Going full blast in two minutes in any weather.

Makes a hot, clean, spreading blue flame from
motor gas—no smoke, soot or odor.

Nothing to break, nothing loose— simple to op-

ook me

erate,

Instantly detachable tank with built-in funnel,
easily filled. Alwayvs cool. No chance for
leaks—absolutely eafe.

Burners will not bum out or clog.

Open iron_grate—improves combustion.

Self-contained folding wind-shield,

Cool valves built in——can't lose them.

Sturdy folding legs—absolutely rigid.

Safe any place.

Good heater in damp, cool weather.

Folds like a suit case—ALL inside.

The original——the result of 29 years' manufac-
turing experience.

ot e e
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Send for your copy of Kampkookery
~—a wonderbook of camping hints for
the motor camper—free.

-

In-built efficiency, dependability
and sturdiness are a result of 29
years’ manufacturing experience,
and are largely responsible for
Kampkook’s popularity.

Four models, $7.00, to $14.30, at
your sporting goods dealer.

AMERICAN
GAS MACHINE
COMPANY,Inc..

838 Clark St.,
Albert Lea, Minn.

League of America is this year backing
the Wild Life School with a gift of money
and its sincerest interest. .

Never mind about any-educational re-
quirements, or your age. Tutored and
untutored alike are invited, and age limit
is given in the bulletin as from one to
eighty-five. “A nominal -tuition fee of
$5.00 is charged for adults and $2.50 for
children fourteen and under. Special low
rates are made for families.”” School sup-
_plies suggested are field glasses, a lunch
box, kodak, and tramp clothes.”

A Wisconsin

Drainage Crime
( Continued from page 28)

legislator, every adult of these United
States, every mother and father.

Read it, think about its}naive, simple,
almost terrifying truth, in face of reckless
American destruction of the ““heritage of
the children.”

“We were interested in articles about
the Horicon Marsh because we are near
enough to it to be vitally affected by
whatever action is taken in the matter of
flooding these forty thousand or more
acres. We, as children of Wisconsin, are
interested because we are the ones who
will receive the most important benefits,
should the marsh be made into a lake once
more.

“The heritage of our grandfathers was
the herds of buffalo and the flocks of
pigeons. The heritage of our fathers is
the flocks of geese and ducks, and the
muskrat and mink. The buffalo and pas-
senger pigeon are almost extinct. If the
animals of today are not protected and
provided for, what shall be left for us?

“YWe, as representatives of all the
children of Wisconsin, ask to have the
Horicon Lake restored. Voters-of Wis:"
consin, you owe it to us, the children of

No. 140 Settee
No. 199 Table
No. 32 “Andrew

No. 33 “Andrew
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““Wé furnish the; gr

tomorrow!”
- (Signed) The Kolsta School,
Brandon, Wis.
If the grade children of Wisconsin
realize the possibilities for an out-door
future in the restoration of these lonely
acres, what can grown man do to make
this realization a truth? Fight! Fight
for the old heritage, the sight our fathers
saw when, with rifle in hand and sturdy
hearts, they gazed over the waste land
and saw in their mind’s eye a lake with
waters blue, and wild fow!] nesting at its
weedy brink.
“Does not the voice of reason cry
Claim the first right which nature
gives,
From the red scourge of desolation fly,
And claim our heritage for we who
live."”
There is no more to say%v’e fight not
for the dollar, not for a name in the halls
of fame, nor for the glory of man or state,

but for the millions to come, the to- 1932 W. Canfield
morrow of our boys and girls. e e
Our income from advertising is put to work for ¢
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