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Good Morning and thank you for the opportunity to speak on behalf of Jay Reed on the occasion of his induction into the Wisconsin Conservation Hall of Fame.    Before we get to far down the road I would like to thank Mike Beno for putting together his book as it made this task much easier…Jim Addis, Kathleen Falk, and Herb Behnke for helping with support for the nomination.  Herb, himself a Hall of Famer would have loved to have been here today.  In addition I would like to thank Steve Menzel and especially Stacey Allen Bannach for helping with the nomination and the actual presentation…and mostly Christine Reed….who supported Jay for three decades, who made a wonderful scholarship in the CNR possible…and who has been such a friend and a delight to work with on this project. 
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Jay began life the way many kids in Wisconsin began life in the ‘20’s.  He began as a country boy.  
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He was born in Nelson, on the banks of the Mississippi River in 1928.
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Jay’s father died when he was four…so Jay grew up in a fatherless family during the depression He was close with his mother, older sister and especially his brother Huck.
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Like many families during this time, the meat, fur and fish that came from the land was important to the survival of the family.   Living on the land and with it shaped who Jay Reed could become.  
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Jay went to school in Nelson…but was never that keen on academics. 
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At the age of 15 he lied about his age, joined the Marine Corps and went to the South Pacific.
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While the war was drawing to a close, Jay did see action in the invasion of coral atolls.
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When the war was over, Jay like many young men returned unable to settle back into the old patterns.  He left a boy and returned a man. 
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Jay moved to Rockford, IL and worked in a Foundry and at a hotel at night tending bar.  
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Along the way he landed a job writing for the local newspaper..The Rockford Register Star.  He started out sweeping the floor and doing other menial tasks…
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As happens in life, sometimes we get to take an unexpected path.  Jay got a chance to write an article about a women’s golf tournament.  That story won an award and Jay was off and writing.
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During the early ‘50’s Jay went back to war in Korea.
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When he finally got a chance to return to civilian life he landed a job at the Appleton Post Crescent as a police reporter
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He covered government meetings also.  Eventually he got the chance to write outdoor stories.  
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In 1963, Jay was recruited to write for the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel as an outdoor writer.   And the rest is Conservation history
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Well almost all the rest.  In the late 60’s the MJ sent Jay to Vietnam to cover the war.
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He wrote a series or articles that were  highly recognized in that Jay 
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Became  a finalist for a Pulitzer Prize
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But the Jay we knew and loved was mostly focused over 4 decades on enjoying the outdoors and bringing that enjoyment to us vicariously through his articles in the Journal every week.
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Thus, Jay’s role and the reason he is being inducted into the Hall of Fame today is a little different twist. Than other Hall of Famers..many of whom he knew.
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In 2000, Tim Eisele published an article in the Wisconsin Outdoor Journal on the 20 most influential conservationists in the 20th Century.  
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Jay was on that list
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Many of the other 20 were or have since been inducted.  This  will be my fourth induction talk.  Jay knew some of the others but his work was different than theirs. Dan Trainer worked with folks in and out of academia to build a world class Natural Resources Management College in Wisconsin.
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Wilhelmina LaBudde crusaded for myriad conservation issues at a time when the concept of Conservation was really beginning to flourish.
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Herb Behnke brought practicality and common sense to policy-making



Presenter
Presentation Notes
 Jay helped them do their work….Because Jay Reed was the entrée to the hearts and minds of hundreds of thousands of outdoor Wisconsinites every week.
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Story about Jack Pine Joe and Tree Stands
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Tell BOW Story
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 That was the power of the pen, when in Jay’s hand.  However, besides making life easier for the rest of us to do our work…Jay had work of his own
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He got to spend 40 years  Living the Dream.
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He hunted 
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And you relived a similar hunt.
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He fished
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And you felt the tug on the line and felt the thrill of that miracle of the aquatic world breaking water.
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He Enjoyed the Comraderie of Friends
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Just like we all do
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Travelled to exotic outdoor locations
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And we dreamed of our  next wilderness experience.
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 He ate fish and game..in the grand style
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And we all remembered that fish and game…or any food at all outdoors with friends is the grandest style of all. 
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 Jay spent time on the water 
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In the woods and on the trails of the four corners of our state.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
He took us with him every week.  And we experienced the excitement of a new season and the grandeur of our beautiful state through Jay’s wonderful way with words.  He wrote and we dreamed of our next adventure. 
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And then there was Thor….. We met him as a puppy….
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We followed his growth and training
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We followed his adventures and misadventures.
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And through 13 years of Thor stories, everyone of us who ever picked out a puppy…took him to the field for the first time.  
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And reveled in that first point and marveled at that first retrieve…every last one of us 
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We were there with Jay every step of the way 
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We experienced those proud moments
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We knew the Joy of companionship
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We understood the deep satisfaction of the partnership
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And as every old bird hunter knows, there comes a day when your partner has the will to hunt, but not the where with all.  We all cried with Jay on that day.  
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And here at the last, I may have gotten this to a fairly personal level.  But, I think that is the real point.  I never got to hunt with Jay Reed.  But every week for 4 decades, he took millions of readers to the field with him.  He entertained us, he taught us, he inspired us…and he kept the flame alive.   It was personal for everyone that read his column.  That is the gift of a talented writer.  That was a great service to the world of conservation.  That is why he is being honored here today with the greatest recognition that Wisconsin has to offer its conservationists.  Thank you Jay Reed.   And thank you Hall of Fame for recognizing this life of service.
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