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In discussing the meritg of the Little Cau Pleins valley, either flocded op as y

& Conservat ion arca, over the past several Jears a question that has come up often
has been, "But dontt Jou think that the VwIC has the interest of the people at
heart? Dontt you think that they are convinceq that ib is best for the area?
Would they want to flood the area ir they didn!t believe that the people waild
gain by ity : o '

Those questicns always bothered me, because I folt that people like ths
Meads of ¥fisconsin Rapids, vho control. Consolodated Pover and Papér Company, the
firm vhich ig really behind the flooding of the Little Fau Pleine, and vho have
done many wonderful things for the people of the Wisconsin River Valley, vouldn't

stoop to taking advantage of the péople, even for peérsonal gain, Respect for
Do Co Everest has been the highest, and as head of the Viscansin Valley huprovement P
Company I couldn!t see hov the people could get anything but o fair s hake, ' i
I'm not bothered anymore! I know the ansvers now} I had thought it was a ;

case of both sides of the reservoir question presenting their story and letting
the people decide, ' The only answer I need noy is to the Question, "How naive can R
a man be? 4 o
“N- e never -did expect to hear of a man being threatened With being run out of

tovn if he didnit quit opposing the signinz of the road afreement, but apparently

it has happened, Ve never did expect anyone to use the Public Service Comnission

as a billy club much the Way & policeman”is used in scaring little children, but

it appears to us that this was also doney by telling towm board members that

they would like to get them in. front of the Public Service Commission and answeyr

for their stand on the roaq issues, N&TEHer did e &%pect to See the right of
condemnation, whichj}he.'WIC(posse,sses,u Used against a governmental body,. which

also possesses the right of condemnation, ag wag dons when tovn board members were ;
told to either accept the sum offereq them for. abandoning portions of roads or - ;
WIC would condemn the roads and the bowng wuld be lucky to get a fifth or less -
of what was being offeredy And we never’ epected WIC to stand up ‘before a joint ) ;
A< meeding of the tovm boards and tell them, " "Lveryone vhe signs (the road agreements i
xﬁtonight will get a 45 goid fauntain pen,!, but, it happened, I —
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¥ A"rg;t’erendwn;_-.izift}iéffo'.’m of Green Valley Yas worded as followgs Do you : ;
&gjq;v.';‘glos{mg;gthei;Smo}qr;Hill road,ify by clesing ity the Torn could receive the &
“ﬁlmgi,fo.jj:\‘BS'OgOOGaQO-,";:to be used. for public projects throughout the tovnship and fop B
héi?benefitj;o.t‘ﬁtna;'-.tovmship 'as.‘a-whole, Aincluding improvements of existing tovm

: roada,?!.?;ﬁ;«Howaver.,’.;ﬁam,',"Explanation’l of this offer’ states "w w w Thg Tovm of Green gl
+..Vallay. will receive‘an amount equal to $50,000,00, whigh the Tom board can then.

’in'distribute}ng- w wlly -These. aye. entirely. two. different things, - Actually the .,

7 referendim was ‘held without ‘a:gaucdy .op. a"tom;«,bo\ard meeting authorizing the i i
“K-reforendumg The votg Vas yesum 5hy Mo w 62, - , o

WICG has been just ag crude in a.3 page aXplanat ion of Why Yoy Should Support
Ths_;,Oeorgerl{Jgg,d; Regervoiry -dn. which they cited the usual bunk about. .retention o
tax

! h hy rien

Yax rovenues,, ¥eplacing, vhave practical, all.old and obsolgte bridges, building,




of cottages and recreational facilities by the public which would add valuable
property to tax rolls, people using the recreational facilities would bring in
money and spend it in’the coimunities, provide much~-needed electrical power which
h) \ would expand industry, create employment and larger markets for farmers products,
6\/ and subtract the fire hazard for all time that is now presently in the area,
a\ They don't tell these people that the L0 farms that would be all or partially
(}VD destroyed are probably paying as much texes as the whole Utility Tax woald be if
the farms are’ destroyed, or that the income from these farm$ would also be lost to
the community, vhich for LO faims wculd amount to over $200,000 a year, and’that
this loss couldn't be replaced, unless they expect to do it with the one $2,000
a year caretaker job that is listed in the eosts of the reservolr opera ionse

Residants of the area know what they can expect in the way of cottages and
recbedtional facilities, because they have the’Big Eau’Pleine reservoir right
across the hill and can see that there are few, if any, worth mentioning, and they
know that the Little Fau Pleine will be less suilted to cottages and recreational
facilities then the Big Bau Pleine because it “is shallower and dravdowm will
affect much more land than on the 3ig Eau Pleine,

As Tor expansion of industry in the area these people know that is a pipe-
dreams Camdairnn have been waged up and dovm the il[isconsin River Valley to attracl
indnctry Zor years .and there was no shortage of power, but industry stayed aviaye
Now e evan see the rediculous spectical of these cities offering rewards for any
industry that individuals may be able to entice to the area, - while we would like
nothirg batter than to sge the industrial position of the valley improved, vie might

" just as well be redlists, and instead of sticking with a lost cause, even vhen the
shiy is going dovm, tumm J(./o'a cause that has a future in it and a chance of
succesdinge B ‘

—Put they went even farther and told what would happen if they allowed the
aren *o be used for a "public hunting ground", They point out that if it is turned
into a hunting .reserve, a series of dams would be built vhich vould be highly
detrimental to many miles of tovm roads within the area and would cast a burden
upon the tovm; -That the area would be removed from tax rolls; that the ,
establishment of a public hunting ground in the middle of an area-which is inher
ently’a farming community is dangerous and highly inconvenient for those people
a,’ptempting‘to nake a living in the adjacent communitys; that there would be no
pasturing of cattle on the high areas; that the fire hazard would still be pressnt
and that it would cost the tovms much more to fight the fires’ and for fire preve
entiony and once thig area has become a public hunting ground, it is -lost "to ‘the
comunity for any possible further economic developements . o S

Dr, Ira Gabrielson told me that the beauty of the set up on this marsh was
that several small dams could be built which would hold back water in the laterals

. yith'very little cost and "That they warld not interfere with the roads in any

way'y Very small raises in present watey levels would be needed, probably not:
much higher than normal high water in the-areas = = ' S
. "ALL’ PUBLIC HUNT ING' GROUNDS ARE BUILT IN THE LiIIDDLE OF ARZAS VHICH ARE

~ _ INHERENTLY A‘FARMING CQIMUNITY, and as'far as ve laow ‘safety regulations set up
\§ by the Department have been so sucéessfull that in'soné cases farmers even lease

éy lands® to be"used in conjunction with thesespublic’ hunting' grounds to-get -an extra

W income’and becauseit is safer than without 'gupervisione’ Actually the hunting

Q_\yy 5)ﬁ;now is primarily dovn in the marsh:and-its edges. ™ However, the Power Company -

l

offers t0 help- devolope wildlife values’arowid the reservoir if it 15 egtablisheda
‘Such himting 84 would be' dfforded by ‘such action would bé closer to the farms -
and potentially more. dangerous than even” at the' prigsentes They are highly inconsist.
“ent in thedr habte' to assure the hunters that they will help provide hunting for

them if the'dan’is, installed and at the samo. tims to: tell the farmérs ‘that such’

 attion is ‘*Aaéﬁgerbﬁa""é:id'-ifﬂnﬁf@ibﬁvenien'b~'-ﬁo_ tﬁeir‘Spera'&"iéﬁ's;?.f"‘r wHE e i




Vhile VIVIC seems to be overly concerned about any additional fire hazard that
the Public Hunting Grounds might contribute, they necd‘not be, because {ire losses
in public hunting grounds are notoriously very light because the areas are sups o
ervised and fires,just dont't get a start. However, the forester at losinee’told us )
that unless the. reservoir is clesred bofore it is flooded if it is approved, the & 1
resulting tangle of brush and dead trees in the bottomlands were going to be the
vorst Tire hazard anyone in thal area has secn, because if a fire does get started *
after the water is dravm dovm ond the brush ond trees are dried up there will be i
no stopping it because it would be impossible to get fire fighting equipment in .~ .
over the mucke : '

1f WIC!s evaluation of these questions is no better than the testimony
presented by theirtexpert" they might better leave this subject to the Conservahion
Department to answer questions as to what can be expected if the area is made i
a Conservabion Arcas E

Crrbainiy tho olaim that if the avea becomes a public hunting ground it is g

i
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lost to further possible economic developement is the most far fetched of &1 of
their sbateaents, unless one deesn't consider recreational developerent as in that
category, Hovever, most people viould have a hard time telling the people of -Vilas
Ccunty that recreational developement is not econcmic developement, Up until

a short time ago that county, like all of the rest was interested in gebting
industry to come in, but had no success,. However, they decided to develcepa their
recreational possibilities end the county has gone frgn a marginal, poor county, to
cne of tae more prosperous in these few short years. Mo one can tell thom tunt
isn't economic developement, ' '

Even the Power Company Stooges are ait in full force, A Mr, Kgtora from
¥nowlton put articies in the }osince a1d Stevens Point papers ridiculiag the
conservationists because they let Portage County sell over 1,000 acres of Eand
at a dollar an acre to a private individuale, He also called on them to suppord
acquisition of lands in the tovms of Marathon County extending north and east of
the Range Line rcad and Dewey Tovnship of Portage County,

Actually this peice of land sold to the private individual has been unde»
consideration for purchase by the Conservat ion Department several ties already,
Several Years ago the Izaak “alton League of Stevens Point hired an engineer to
survey the area with a view to utilizing it for a duck area by placing dams in
the creek to back up the waters >hile the Engineer claimed that it would be
feasable, the Conservabion Department's engineers sddd that it wculd not because
it would flood land nob availablo to the State and the State vould net bféak their
policy of not condemning lands for hunting and fishing purposes, The plan vas
abandoned at that time, . -

A couple years ago the Portage County Sportsmen’s Club and other s interested
the Department in the purchase of this land,’ At that time the County was selling
voodlands, and other land, at public auction, some viith valuable timber on it, for
a3 1it+lo as 2 =2n acwe, Although the negétiations seemed to be going aleng e
right, they fell through vhen the College requested permission to operate as a
managing unst on same of the lands, The County Board at that time dedided that
..o more leide suitable for reforestation would be sold but would be kept for
county ferests, The plan again for using this land if it had been aveilabla was
foi ducks, this time by the use of sevekal small dans to hold back some ‘of tha
wa 161’.’) . 4 , . ,,_‘ iy L S P
At no time has the Conseérvation Department been very interested in the lands
and it is very doubtifull that;the,ConServation Caomnission would have paid anything
for them if a vrice was askeds ° =~ o

Actuglly the lands involved, while of not very great acreage, are actuslly
poorey game cover than cven the poorest of the Little Eau Pleinp arca, If thay

vere acquired by the Department, the funds necegsary to developemént of the area

3




Eau Pleins, and posgibly might be néarly as great for the thousand acres as would
be required for maintanance of the viiole Lau Yleine, _r
“Vhile I do not knovr the ‘areas he spoke of on the Liarathion County side of the S
line, I understand that i¢ is similar to those in Portage’ County, alfording some
cover for a few ruffed gruuse and & Tew rabbits, tlowever, even this cover is

would dwarf those necessary Per acre to naintain suitable habitat on the Little

in most cases around the' edges and, at least in Portage County, was not available ﬁ
for saley . 4 . 3
It is one thing for’ Sportsien to cenand that their money be spent for worbhe g

vhile, good game habitat, and it is another for them to demand that the Commission
throw it dovm a rat hole on land that is of little use in developing game habitat,
A great many requests of this type are mads every vears It is one thing to be

able to recogniza good gane habitat and avoid causing the Department additional
vork and e:perse naliing hopeless'survays, and another to think that recommending
any old land that isn't veing used for purchase by the Department is cooperating
with the Department, For this reason, and if Mr, Kitura had looked into the matter
further; he should know that his articles nake good propaganda for the pover’
company, but little contribution to the game management program of the state,

Anothor stoogze is an editor of the iiarshfield ilews Herald, vho virote under
the titls of theYZau Plsine Harvel® probably because he vianted to continue to
straddle the fenca in public vhils plugging for the flooding of the reservoir
under an aswned, fictitious title,

This litterary marvel professed to present both sides of the picture in an
unbiased manner, but all’ refferences to conserve ionists or to myself were very
causvic to say the least, vhile refferences to WVIC wiere made with a tone of
reveranca, ' :

Cortinued references to "Emergency meetings! being called frantically the
last minute after the application was in for WVIC to flocd the area and his’
mmhcwﬁmstmmrmUdm;mm<hm>mﬂﬂ.wmttiw:wedmmrmhtf&sdmmw,mm
then, he also states that the "Wewrs and Views" ig published moathly, and if hig’
other information is no more accurate than that nol much can be expected of him,
ila ave in our files lotters to the Conserva ion Department datod Gefora 1948,
vhich vas about the time that the Little Lau Pleine developed its greatest
importance because of loss of otheor game habitat in the area, Implications that
the Conservationists should have been on their toes years ago might even be
extended back to 1907 when the nover campany ovmers forced through the legislature
the right of eminent domain for their intorésts on the Wisconsin River, It is
unfortunate that it takes pecple’a long time to open up their eyes to the
destruction of natural resources, scmetimes until it 1ig too lates, I might add -
that if many more people who proféss to be interested in the welfare of farmers,
rocreational incusiry and dankers, bakers and just plain john don't wake up in
the near future. they are really going to Le too late for more then just the
Littls Fau Pleine, - :

The Bau Pleine larvel points out that at the Vausau hearing the farmers had
their chance to cppear ond then quotes Mr, Leonard Ruesch of the Tovm of Milladars
in his epic statament that e object strongly and almost with a note of
~-repugnance to the floating, standing,'twisted, gnarled brush and dead trees and
vegitation that willlaq left if this reservoir. is’ approved, fe will have stench
and slime crowded to ouy doorse The trees, brush, grass and lazy’ streems are
beautiful ag they are for they are. the work of the hand of the Creabors” Hovi
ever, he doesn't report that nmany other farmers wanted to tegtify but r efrained

from doing so because the few who went before them were laughed at for their
attempts to show the commissgion vhat they thought of their home and hew rezlly
inportant it was to preserve them as they are, , |

Thitking bakk, it appears that the campaign of ingtilling femr in the heartg
of these citizens of the pover of the Public Service Cwmurissicn started vight 3/‘




F there and is still continuing with threats that "I would like to get you on the

stand before the Public Service Commission"e

The "Eau Pleine Marvel! attempts to discredit Dre Ira Gabrielson by quoting
}r, Schweinler of the Mosinee times vhen he said, "ir Gabrielson admits in his lette,
that hethad not attempted to evaluate the economic feasibility to the impoundment
proposed by the Visconsin Valley Improvement Company!!, and goes on to condemn
him because "Nothing was said by Gabrielson in connection with the economic
advantages that will accrue to the industries that employ peopie in this area by
firming up the Visconsin River during lovevaterstorafe - - = = =

Dro Gabrielson is a wildlife management experts He'came to i/isconsin at the
request of the Attemney General's office for one purpose, that of determining the
yildlife values of the area only, and not, as "The Eau Plaine llarvel! states,

"He was also to judge its conservé ion and economic valuese" '

The Public Service Commission was created to determine relative values, It is
up to the litigants to present these values as they relate to themselves, They are
supposed to have the "Experts! to tell the Commission what those values are, The
applicant for a dam should have actual figures showing what can be expected in’
industrial improvement and additional economic benefits to a community or areds
The use of catch phrases such’as "Etonamic Developement!,"Industrial Developement!,
: MPax Losses", !lEconomic Gain", etcp, should all be itemized and explainede The
i v, porases that these people have been throwing at the public mean nothing except in

a speach to impress someone, Gabriclgon itemized the wildlife values of the area
and pointed out how slight developement in the form of small dams would increase
those benefits, He itemized the cover types, including trecs, which we doubt that
the UVIC even knew before his report was published, If the YWIC had done as well
we might know what to expect and how badly the vatér is needed in an impoundment,
vhat gains we could expect and where wve yveuld tose, Those are the Things that
the Public Service Commission needs to lmow before they can excersise 'their
function of determining who's values are the greatest,

;*3 The Marvel also implies that Dr, Gabrielson was paid by the \iisconsin’
Conservation Department to make this survey, as was Grange, the YWIC Expert, This
is also not trues Dre Cabrielson's time and efforts were not paid, but voluntarys
Ve hope this fact’is kept clear in pcople's minds,

And, finally, the cohstant hammering on the public that it is only going to
be a matter of a few days, weeks or months before the Little Eau Pleine reservoir
is going to be built, after receiving permission fram the Public Service Cammission

;%7igAmg;g_prqpagggdgmd;pggqmgnpp the ears of the people until they are expected to
- give up the Tight befote it is oven starteds They are all completely without
founqation, gnd_we hope, in errors No one will know the outcome until the Public
Service Commission passes dowm their ruling, which probably vont be for a long time
yebe Certainly they will not act until the oad igsugs)are either settled or
YWIC admits that they are unable to settle them, They will not act until the
Conservat ion Comnmission has had an opportunity to try to purchase the area in
accordance with the vote of the Ccmmlssion, If purchase is impossible, certainly
they will not act until the State has had an oppofrtunity to present Dr, Gabrielson?:
testimony, ‘either through his report or in person, at resumed hearings,

'So don't get your boats out yet if you expect to use them on the Little Eau
Pleine Reservoir, because it will be a long time before you will be able ta do
thate WVIC has a lot of hurdles %6 negotiate before they have any real right
to be confident that they have won, unless all those that oppose the project
conceed vicbory to the WIC and withdraw, and I know that isn't going to happen
for a long time to comee

Respectfully

Les Joerpel Exe Secy o .
WFCC, ! g s
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- LITTLE EAU PLEINE VALUES: APPARENTLY BOME CONFUBION AND MlSSlNFORMATlON EXISTS IN
THE MINDS . OF SOMI AS TO THE VALUEB aF A CONSERVATION ARea oN THE LiTTLE EAu PLEINE
RIVER ON THE APPnEM(MAI’E LOCATION WHICH HASB BEEN PROPOSEO A8 A REBERVOI!R BY THE
WiscoNgIN. VALLEY ltipROVEMENT COMPANYo THoae QUESBT IONB, 6HOULD BE ANBWERED AS WELL
A8 PGBS!BLE 80 THAT THE RELAT|VE VALUES or THE CONSERVATION AREA AGA|NSBY THE
REBERVOIR MAY BE MORE EASILY OETERMINED. _ .
l. [+ scems To BE A commou ' RUMOR THAT THE CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT WOULD TAKE |
A LARGE.' ‘BLOCK OF LAND v/} TH INFLEXIBLE BOUNOARIES AND lNCLUQlNG MUCH FARM LAND,._
BY' CONDEMNAT ION ¥ NLCESBARY; ‘70 ‘MAKE THE CONSEZRVAT|ON ArREAe THE ANSWER TO THAT
WA GIVEN BY iVRe ROY TuLANE, ABSISTANT ATRORN;Y GENERAL. REPR”BENT!NG THE CONSER—
VAT tON Domwxssxow, IN A TELEPHONE CONVERSATION VUTH ME ON FRloAv, MARCH . 25TH¢ His
~—aANBWER |8 "THE CONSERVATION COMMI&SSON ' DoES’ NOT wANT CNE SIGNLE ACRE CF FARNABLE.
LAND ror TtHE ConservaTion ARea"s (THose ARE DIRECT QUOTES WITH HIB PERMISEION )e
WHiLe MRe TULANE BAID THAT HE OANNOT BPEAK FOR THE CONSLRVATION Comm:ssxon, HE
AGREED THAT IT IB REAGONABLE TO EXP:.CT THAT TH*- COM;MS { ON ‘-IQULD CONTINUE TO TRA‘DE
AOR]CULTURAL LANDS FOR THOBE BETTER EUITED TO wlLDLlFE MANAGEMENT IF . FARMABLE
* LANDS ARE ACQUIRED FROM THE PRESENT WVIC HOLQINGS IF THE PURGHASE 16 COMPLETED BY.
"THE ‘8TATE S HE suecesrso THAT HE 'wAB ‘8URE THAT Nh. LESTER Voler WOULD BE HAPRY TO
BUFPLY CONSERVAT!ON PersoNREL To dlscuss THla MATTER WITH INTEREBTEO LAND OWNERS
oR RES!DENTB ,OF THE ARBA |F THEY WIGHED ' |
© The OONCLUSION "I 'REACH FROM THEGE FACTS I8 THAT FARMERS WOULD PROBAQLY e&

- ABLE TO IMPROVE THE!R LAND HOLOINGB BY TRADINQ WITH THE DEPARTMENT WHERE SUCH A
"TRADE WOULD BE ADVANTAGEOUE YO BOTH. PARY!EB- lN ARDITIONy T WOULD. RROBABLY, ADD
'FARMABLE LAND YO FRODUCTION OF . THE AREA 1O, HLLP INCREASE T%E EOONOMIC WELFARE, QF .
THE PEOPLES Ce oyl sl 4 Sebge

F Tre CHANCE OF lNCREABlNG lncoma rrom TH’ AREAB.AS, Y ﬁESULT qr THg CoNﬁsnvarxon
AREA WILL ALBO ae PRESENT AF, THE, COOPERATlVE ﬁaazzmewvs FOR RALSING WILDLIFE. FROO,
FOR OUTRIGHT BALE OR ON SHARLS WITH THE DEPARTMENT N O?HER CON§ERVAT10N AREAB 18
AﬂY,IND]CATIONQ ‘THERF |s NO REASON To slesve THAT BOME SUOH PnogRAM WlLk NPT BE..

%f'; IN THE PLANG FOR THla AREA. o E R S T e RE s et

SR L owa cogcznn HAB BEEN axr&sasep .ABOUT. oacnaaaxue LA~q,VALuea cF THe DEPARTS

$ “,IT FOR MANAGEM:NT.. TJHE Anaweas T0 Queerxou ] ANDICATE, AN iMcnene:

ﬂ ’ B. ~Howtven,, A MQRE, BURE INDICATION OF VWHAY, oAu~ae zxpacrao A8 a»v;q ;

THFR Qd&aERVArtou AREAG oF. THE STATE. ALMOST WltﬁOUT sxcaprlou, qvayv B

e AREA B;lNCREASED THE VALUEG OF THE LAmoq SURROUNDING iTe, TH; Jut

,”J,fézylA NAL’LQ{MQOVRSE’ BEING THE HonxcoN mesH,‘wU RE LApo VALUES HAV; qus‘hg‘
3}4’;;&‘%" aecfsqu 9F THE buck ‘Anp | BOOBE,\VALUES OF. THE AREAw . A5 A MAUOR,. ..,

”ng%F“g“:Bp ,QT~ F,THE LlTTLE EAU FLEIN;L?OULD BE, FOB DUGKS AND. GEESE). JF;
Ve ExpeTED THAY VA \Lbe 'azns WILL ‘Also ky8Ee ™ " i B P
=13 L F. TAXES IF, ‘rHs\Smr,s ASGUIRES YHESE, LANDS? F-ms;g &
ru:agkAac LB THAT, ARE YIEWED| FAYQRABLY. BY:. THE iy

FQQ&%QQQ_ 2 ‘raxea ON_ ANY LANDB“}*f9WN5*I*B“7“F¥$”mu9l




REABONABLE EXPEGYED EFFECTo ﬁ; THE AREA 15 FLOODED ABOUT 40 OR MORE FARMS WILL
BE PARTIALLY OR COMPLETELY DESTROYEDe THOSE FARMS PRODUCE A PRETTY HEALTHY TAX
BABE AT THE PREBENT YIME AND THAT BASE WILL BE BADLY DISTURBED IF THE FARMS QO OUT
OF PRODUGCTION AND YHE LANDS ARE TAXED ON THE BASI8 OF YHE UTILITY TaXe IN ADDITION
THE TOTAL INCOVE FROM THE FARMB WILL BE LOST TO THE YOWNSHIPS8e You GAN'T LosE :
THE INCOME FROM 40 FARMS WITHOUT A TREMENDOUS EFFECT ON YHE ECONOMY OF THE REST OF
THE PEOPLE OF THE AREAe IN EFFECT,THEY WILL HAVE TO MAKE UP THE DIFFERENCE IN THE
ECONOMY OR REDUCE THEIR BTANDARD OF LIVINGs | KNOW OF NO WAY OF MAKING UP THE
DIFFERENCE THAT 40 FARMS WouLp MAKE. From lNFORMATlON QIVEN ME BY FARMERS OF THE
AREA™IT APPEAR8 THAT' THE TAXES Phooucro BY THE FARMB, AT LEAST INONE™ TOWNSHIP,uhT
WOULD eé ‘GREATER THAN' THE UT!LITQ TAX nETuRN IF T is’ FLOODED, IN ADDITION Tb THE
LOBS OF lNCOME FROM CL.OSF.' TO 20 F‘ARMS IN THAT TOWNSH!P. ' DON T KNOW WHAT THE
AVERAGF INCOME OF FARMS IN] THAT AREA ls, BUT REBIDENTS OF THE AREA CAN ARRIVE’ AT A
UBABLE’ #lauae 8 MULTTPLY NG THE IR “own' INCOME av THE" NUMBER OF FARMS IN ‘THEIR® '
TOWNSHIPo. THOBE REVENUES WiLL BE LOST TO ?HE TOWNSHIP IF THE AREA 18’ FLOODEDo

' 40 How MUCH UTlL!TY ?Ax CAN THE TOWNSHIPB EXPECT? THERE ARE NO READY FIauREs
TO ues ro ARRIVE AY THis r:cuaz. HoweVea, ALTHOUGH THE &NBWERS ARE ONLY AN INDiC=
ATION or AN’ APPROXIMATE alev, eolno BACK TO THE ‘TEBTIMONY OF MR THIELE) ENG!NEER
ON 'THE' RéSERVO!R PROJEOT,'WE CAN GlVE some Fiaunzs. WE KNOW THAT THEY ARE’ NOT .
AccunAré, aur ONLY BEGAUSE. THE, rxéunao GIVEN' IN THE TESTIMONY RN NOT COMPLETEj so
THEY ARE ONLY UBED AS AN lNochTloN OF AppﬂoxtMATE D)Vlelow OF TAX REVENUES AND
arg’ NOT TO BE UBED ‘A8’ ACTUAL FIGURE S,

&h‘ Tiele BTATEb THAT THE EXPECTED UT(LITY TA“(VOULD BE $70,000 aAsso ON A
cosy “oF "PROPEATY ‘FilauRE “OF  $2} 820,000% ‘THis' FIGURE 1§ APPREENTLY ARRIVED AT)
AGCORDING T VB TH!ELE'B ‘TE8T IMONY, BY TAKING THE TOTAL COG&T OF THE padascr, Wntcn
HE" BAlb 'WOuLD BE ABOUT $5,905,000, AND aUaThAcrlNa THE COBT OF' THE HTGHWAY Esz— s
ATtOR® ‘AND" CLEAthG oF LANDS. By ADDlNG UP His Flcunrs ON THE COST OF DYKES, )
DAM, aniobza, PUMPHoueeé, GATES), Pxeasl ‘PUNPE’ AND MOTORS, aneAK:Re, ENGINEERING
AND CANAL CONTROL we QET A ‘FIQURE OF $2 520 200. ALTHOUGH HE' non T BAY THAT -
THE COBY OF PURCHABING ' LANDS AND OTHER IMPROVEMENTB WOULD BE THE o;rrzasncs, wE
ARE ASBUMING TH!B, BECAUBE WE ‘HAVE NO' OTHER couase AT FRESENT' rnom His rtounzs AND
wE GEY ‘A ANEwER “OF $499,800. A& MR THidle" TEBTIFIED THAT THE YaX RATE FOR THE'’
uTIcITY” TAX 182 b MiLLs TTHAT ‘a1VEs THE TOWNSHIPE AWAY FROM THE ‘DAM &1TE A TUTAL"
TAX OF AROUND 11, 99y THI8 YO BE DIVIDED BETWEEN AT LEAST 4 Townsuxpe, AS THE
DAM GITt AND DIKES wlLL BE PRINCIPALLY IN TWO TOWNSHIPG OUT OF 'THE TOTAL OF “6e
THOBE" Towﬂantps WITH YTHE "DAM ' AND DIKE lN$TALLATlON6 WOULD PROBABLY RECECVE SOME
WHERE ' IN THE VICINTYY oF '$55,000" DlVlDEU'ACORbING To co8T "IN THE' TOWNBH PSS WE'T
WARY ‘Y0 WAAN AGR TN YHAT "YHE 8E FleuRes ARE NOY NECEBBARILY AccuRA?E QECAUBE or
INCOMPLETE' ancAKnowN OF MR THIELE 8 eruaae AND "ARE NOT To BE QOOreo A8’ THE AGTUAL
FlGUREB THAY' CAN BE EXP;GTED, ‘BUT ONLY THE APPROXIMAYE BREAKDOWN OF "TAX otvlatons.

TS o AT WG éﬁ’?ﬂé ‘PROBABLE" couase !r THE ‘ToMNEH P DO NDY. ‘slan THE "READ
‘AGREéMEN+BY AOTUALLY YHE Tcwus GNLV HOLO OVER rnz WWacoueln VALLEV Impnovsmzhf
" CoMpAKY s me“m RIQHY “OF wme:m' oéMAm E:cAuee OF me ROAoe. ‘ONCE THAT RIGHT as
M‘l*'meu“a‘mv mtv HAW No‘*omtn man-ra exsznr Td Appsm BEFORE -mt commaalon Ag”
moMouALd WITH " OTHER: otﬂzzha ‘oF Wzsco&sm. "lr me mn:zm:urﬁ ARE NOY BiGNED”
THE ONEV RECOURBE THAT" “WVICH nAs ‘Y& ‘Yo Yake e’ 'WATYER '5A0K YO PHE PuaLro Sznvxcé “ﬂ ,
Coiw 58 10R “FoR" oereautnartou. ‘However, iy WiLl YHEN BE’ THELR' 8UTV Yo PROVE YO ;Ni, .

Gbmm(sewou THAT FLOOD!NG thL NOT ADVE&SLQ Arkacr THE PUBLIO nlbﬂrs lN VHEBEfaﬁ”B
A VERY' WARD THING 10 oo. E e A e 3y IR
AN EVENT) 1F PHE Cdy eenwmon Oemfms:ur'e ‘ant’ COMiT B8 10N 8" ACTTEN LU
ADVlelna THE ATTORNEY’GENERAL YO TRY' YO PuacHAee THE' “AREN ja Ay lNDtcATlon, IT .
WOQLO Apéeka THAT “YHE | HEARING WILL ua ncaumeo Anvav rc HE u e 3 IMONY. Wi ToH " WA'S
ELATIVRI0! YHE Wi DL IFE VALUED OF . THE AREA BYOR' R Gaan’u.‘l'aou o

e

{rHs WtLoLirz NhNAaEuENT INSTITUTE s NEliYHer LANDGWNERS OR YOWN OFF{CERE NEED' FcAu .

i
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FURTHER HEARINGS BEFORE THE PusLic ServicE COMMIGSION AS THE PusLi¢ BERVYICE
CommiB6610N 168 ACTUALLY ACTING IN THE INTERESTS OF THE PyaLice |17 ts THEIR JoOB
TO DETERMINE PUBLIC VALUES INVOLVED AND TO SEE THAT THEY ARE DEFENDED AND NOT
DEBTROYED WITHOUT PROPER COMPEZNBATIONA- IT 8 THEIR JOB 70 DENY PETITIONS BUCH AS
tHaTOF THE WVIC |F THE CABE MADE FOR TiE PROJECT 15 NOT GTRONG ENOUGH TO INDICATE
THAT 1T 18 IN THE BEBT INTEREBT OF THE PEOPLE o

THERE 16 NO GOMPULSION ON THE PART OF TiE TOWN OFFICERS TO REACH AN AGREEMENT
witH THE WVIC REPRESCNTATIVESe IT 18 A MATIER,  OF THE TIOWN BOARDS WISHES. lF tHEY
AGREE THAT THE FLOGDING 18 THE BEST COURBE THEN THEY SHOULD MAKE AN ATTEMPY TO COME
TO AN AGREEMENT W1TH VWICo |F THEY BELIEVE THAT IT 18 NOT THE BEST COURBE THEY
s8HOULD MAINTAIN THE IR RJCGHT OF EMINENT DOMAIN BY REFUSING TO S1GN ROAD AGREEMENTS
80 THAT THEY wiLl CONMYINUE TO HAVE 8OME CONTRCL OVER THE SITUATION

We HOPE THAT THESE ATTEMPTS AT ANSYERING SOME OF THE QUESBT{ONE THAT HAVE BEEN
RAIBED ACCOMPLISHES (TS PURPOBE. |F THE EXPLANATIONS GIVEN HERE ARE BUBJSCT T0
QUEST:ON BESAUSE THLY ARE OUR PERSONAL OPINIONS WE URGE THAT THESE SAME QUEERTIONS
BE ABKED OF QUAL!FIED PEREONS 80 THAT YOU MAY KNOW THE CORRECT ANSWERS« OCERTAINLY
THE WVIC sHouLD BE ABLE TO FURNIBH FIQUREB ON THE EXKPECTED RETURN TO THE TOWNSHIPS
IN TAXES, BROKEN DOWN BY TOWNBHIPS8y IF THEY ARE NOT ASHAMED OF THE BMALL AMCUNT
THAT GOME TOWNS WllLL REGEIVEo CERTAINLY THE CONSERVATION UEPARTMENT WOULD WE .COME
THE OPPORTUMITY TO EXPLAIN THEIR COURGE IF PURCHASE BY THEM 18 AGGOMPLISHED 60 THAT
THERE NEED BE NO SPECULATION OR WiLD RUMORS ON YHAT CAN B8& EHPECTED

WHILE VIE RECOGN } ZE THAT THE PARAMOUNT INTERESBST OF THE LANDOWNERS 135 THE IR OWN
IMMED | ATE WELFARE AND THAT OF THEIR NEIGHBORS IN TH1S CABE, YE ARE ALEO CONCERNED
ABOUT THE PRECARPOUB POBITION OF THE DUCK POPULATIONS AND THE WETLAND LOSSES IN
OUR STATEs ThE FisH AND WiphDIFE SERVICE, THROUGH MRe ERNEST SWIFT, HAS POINTED
OUT THAT UNLESBS BOMETH ING I8 DONE IMMEDIATELY TO BAVE SOME OF THESE WETLANDS 'fHE
FUTURE OF THE DUCK FLIGHTS 18 VERY PRECAR{OUS. IN THE APRIL "Flewb AND STREAM
HAROLD TITUS, FORMER iilCHIGAN CONSERVATIONIST, POINTS OUT IN "Tomorrow le Too .
LATE" THAT UNLES6 WE PRESERVE OUT WETLANDS NOW VE WILL NOT ONLY LOSE OUR DUCK
FLIGHTS BUT WILL HAVE A HARD TIME PROVIDING WATER FOR. BURROUNDING LANDS WITHIN A
VERY GHORT TIMEs THEBE VALUES ARE ALSO IMPORTANT TO THE FUTURE OF BUCH AREAB AB
Tre LITTLE EAU PLEINEe RESERVOIRE DO NOT MAKE GOOO STORAGE BABINS FOR THE LAND,
ONLY TO PUT WATER BACK INTO THE RIVERB.

AS wE QUOTED IN OUR OTHER ARTICLE ON Tre LITTLE EAU PLeinEy "Gop BLESS

AMERICA, = BUT LETS BAVE SOME OF 1T

Les WoerpELy EXo SECe
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