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In 1954 I received a letter from the Nash MNotor Compeny asking if I
would come to Washington to recelve an award for outstanding schleve-
ments in conservation., I replied thst if the sward wss to be used in
advertising I was not interested. In reply it was stated that a
connittee of national authorities on conservation had chosen me to
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receive the national nen-professional®conservation award, and no ad-
vertising was involved.

I went to “ashington where tine award was presented st a banquet in
the Ctatler !intel, ettended by ebout five hundred people from ell
over the United States.

In 1957 1 attended a convention of tihe Izaac wanlton Leegué of An-
erica in washington, L. Cs 1 hud oeen nationel director, vice pres-
ident, and member of the executive board for = number of yeurs., At the
convention ty tinme wus taken with various comzittees. I knew little
about whnt went on on the fioor., “hen I returned home I read in the
locnl paper that I was elected ncnorsry president of the Lensue. I
eppreciated this becsuse men es Herbert Hoover, Lawrence Rockefeller,
Artour Godfrey, snd Preston Bradley hed been 80 honorede.

In 1951 I received tne dienmond pin Brougaton iwerd of tne State
Division of the Izsac walton League. In 1966 I received the La Budde
Awerde In 1971 I received an sward from Ripon College for outstending
work in conservation.

In 1973 tne University of Wyoming reguested my clippings snd other
materisl on conservation to file in their library. I sent on most of
what I had. Tiaey acknowledged receipt of 467 newspaper clippings and
twenty-six talks I ned given on conservntion before warlous orguniz-
ations and my book '5ixty Years ifield ond Observations on Censervotion’.
They made copies of the materisl, I aave been requested to file ny
Raterial in other libraries,



g humbly acknowledge these awards end recognition in behzlf of meny
" ‘menbers of tue Izanc Velton Leszgue who unselfishly ganve their time and
joined in getting results of lusting benefits for ell our people,

My interest in conservation problems started in the 1920 period. A
nuzber of people enployed me to stop tine pollution of our river by a
tennery that poured t.e scrapinrs of fat, &eat, ond halr into the Fond
du Lac Rivere During hot spells in suzmer the odors from decozposed
flesh were so strong that people could not open their windows et nisht.

I wrote the compony tnat i1t would have to-stop polluting the river,
or I would force them to do s0 by s court order. They replied that if
they could not use tiue river for tieir refuse, they would move out of
the city. My reply was that I knew of Just one thing they hed to do,
that was to stop poliuting the river, end do so proiptly.

The result was tiet the company connected their outlets with the
¢ity sewase plant waich treated the weste, snd tie polluticn by this
conpeny ended. '

oeverasl other industries since then were fearleasly arrested by our
gane warden Chsrles Ochlumpf for pollution. Since then, during spring,
hundreds of boys nsve caught white bess in the river which ot one time
was 80 polluted that no plent or fisn could live in it,

It wos during the 1920 period that I was a director, vice-president
and then president, and nstionsl counselor of our locsl Chazber of
Commerce. Its mctivities were of a locsl nature. I was convinced that
the Izzac VWelton Leegue's gozl was of state snd nationsl importance,
and I then joined the League end concentrated on conservation problens.

It was then thet our local chapter accomplished a project of lenting
importance to thousands of people.

Cslumet larbor was meintained by the U.S8. corps of tngineers. 4n
individusl purchesed the lend bordering the harbor end built a aotel
end cotteres for & profitable venture. As years passed, the project
fsiled, the buildings deteriorated, and it was for sele at a low price.
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A group of the local chapter reised the aoney ammong themselves to
buy the property with the plen of selling it to the county at cost
for & public recreation arem. After it was purchssed the problem was
to convince county board members that this should be done.

I remember well of riding in a two cylinder ccr with acetlyn lenps
end no top, to visit these men at night., As e result the area becane
@ public park enjoyed by thousands annuelly.

when I wss president of our local cngﬁter we had a barbeque stesk
outdcor picnic at Calumet 'larbor st whicia our Governor spoke. All
conservation clubs had astands thet sold soft-drinks. The Governor
boarded a yscht in Fond du Lac and was joined by azny other yacats
from 211 sround the lake. Witn pennants flying they arrived at Ceslumet
- Herbor where they were greeted by tne milltary band. So meny people
crne thet nll cow pastures were filled with parked csrs and the roads
for more then a mile were lined with cars.

In 1941 when I was state president of the League we discussed the
‘groving number of no-trespassing sigms that eppeasred in the soutnern
half of ¥iscongin. 1t wes evident thet before long the public would
have no place for recreation in thls area. We proposed a public hunting
ground progrenf. '

I drefted a simple bill that earmarked 50¢ of all hunting licenses
for the purchase snd maintenance of public hunting grounds. Our local
genator introduced tihe bill. I corresponded with officers of other
chapters of tie League and four hundred conservation clubs urging
support. Aas o result the bill was passed uncninously and ours becenme the
first public hunting ground program. in the United Itates.

‘“hen president of our locsl chepter, officers of the county conserv-
ztion clubs were members of our chapter and ettended our meetin:s. It
wos unanimously sgreed that Fldorado Marsh, consisting of about one
thoussnd scres, should be purchzsed and preserved with this money. The
result wes the establisnment of the Eldorado Marsh public hunting grounds.

In the 1930 period the Horicon chapter wilth Curley Redtke as its
leader proposed that Horicon mursh, consisting of thousands of acres,
be restored and opened to the publice.
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The history of the marsh is well known. A% one time the Bock River
was demmed to form a leke and steamboats made regular trips to different
landings.

A group of real estate promoters conceived the idea of dreining tae
marsh and selling the land in small parcels for the purpose of ralsing
vegetables, Thus, the conflict between private motives versus putlic
benefits became tne issue as in nearly 211 conservation problemns.

They succeeded in draining the lend and plented arees with onions
and other produce to demonstrate how they would grow on peat land. I
remenber seeing some of these fields.

The result was the sale of these lends fto many gullible people, Crops
grew abundantly for several years when the peat nutrition was ended and
vast areas becare waste land. .

Curley and the state division started a state-wide campaign to have
the State purchese the lands end restore water levels for wild fowl and
the public.

I took part in e smsll way with many other members of the League. The
result wes the Ctate and Federal governments' creation of the present
Horicon Marsh which is nestionally known.

It was during this perilod that the Milwaukee Chepter belleved that
the area known as the Kettle Moraine should be preserved for the public.
A group had purchesed the =srea around Mauthe Leke and sold it to the
state. Ray Zellpmer was sctive in thie chapler end was en avid geologist
who spent vacations in the mountain areas of the West. He walked up
and down through the glecizl deposit area of Kettle moraines end led in
a State Izaac Walton Lesgue project to have the State purchase all these
lends. At diffcrent times I took part. The result was tue passege of a
law appropriating a small part of the forestry noney for its purchase.
Thousands of acres were ascquired which have been enjoyed by millions of

people.

In 1955 our state legislature by unprecedented action disrupted the
progran. In the morning of the last day of tne session & bill was
jntroduced in the Assembly to transfer one square nile of the northem .
section to the Department of Public Velfere. Under suspension of the
rules and without public hesring the bill was pessed and sent to the
Senate. '
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That afternoon the lenate suspended the rules end passed the bill,
and the Covernor signed the bill.

Jerry Cutts of Stevens Point waé tiien State I'resident of the State
Division of the Iznec wslton League wihich autoorized him to teke legal
action., The case is known as Jerry Cutts and hnynon Jeo Zillmer vs,
Department of Public Welfare. Tae eircuit court held tne act vslid and
an appeal wos taken to the Supreme Court. Ray becsae 111 end asked me
to continue in the supreme Court,

I argued thet the zoney sppropriasted wes for tie sole purpose of
buying and preserving the eres, snd it should. not be used for reform-
stories end the like.

The Supreme Court in s lendaerk decision seid that the statute snd
constitutional amendment were ambiguous becsuse they sald the the
noney was to be sued for forests snd not specific aress, end hence tae
legislature had the power to dispose of 1t 28 1t saw fit. The opinion
concluded with & warning tnet only the public through their represent-
atives in Madison cen prevent further dispositicns.

Suring 1548 wnd 1945 when I was presldent of the state division of
the Lesgue we decided somethinyg should be done sbout the pollution cf
public waterse. '

A coanittee of five wilth Jares Spindler'as chzirmen was appointed,
Jin was vitally concerned becsuse two of uis boys «had polio resulting
from bathing in public waters.

We had meetings once a monta on different phases of ti:e pollution
problen at whicn the publlc was invited, and we mede certain tiat the
Assoclated “ress wans represented.

The first meeting was devoted to finding out where there was
pollution znd whnt waters were effeoted. Ctete agents spoke es did
peny menbers of tie leggue. The astounding report was that nearly all
public weters in ¥isconsin were 80 polluted =as to be unfit for publie
use.

The next meeting was daevoted to the legal aspects. A repregentative
of the attorney general end other attorneys gpoke. It was pointed out
thnet lndustries or cities hed ss much right to pur their refuse in
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pudblic waters as they did to dumpp it on higanways OTr the oourt house lawn.

The next éeeting wag devoted to the hesltn problem which wes led by
‘¢the State Health Cfficer. Other doctors spoke nlBO.

sinother meoting was devoted to possible rencdies, Nationally known
enginecra snd cheaicnl exverts spoka, representing thelr various companles.
It was pointed out that fron a scientiflc polnt of view there was no
excuse for pollution.

4t the conclusion of the meetings we found tnat in 1913, =5 part of
the fiss and game law, o lew wes passed msking it & crininal offense to
put into public waters cny refuse jdeleterious to plent or fisu 1life. lts
enforcanent was in the hands of tie politicaily aprointed conszrvation
comnissicn, and pane wsrdeus arrestvud men who caugat =ore fien than the
lew silowed but did nothing about polluters wid killed thougznds of fish

snnually,

e found that by statute a pollution comeission hzd been exlsting for
yeers. ‘emberas of the cozmission were the Lezds of ¢ifferent Zepzrtments
of the governwent which toox ell their time ond lisile wes done to stop
polluticn,

Ye conecluded there should be a paid full-time director witnh ample funds
%0 hire experts who could locate the son.rce of pollution snd reccnuend
weys to correot the probleng, The direotor vwea to be emrleoyed by @
comnissicn composed of tune heads of stute sgencies.

The director cnd the coxnittee were o heve full power to enter orders.
If not obeyed, a penslty of up to $1,0C00 per day wes to be imposed,

with this in =ind I drofted a bill. It provided that the director ned
the power to conduct hearinzs efter motifying the pollutor. These hesrings
were to be public.

This bill was introduced in the Cenate. Beasuse of the state-wide
publicity <iven cur nearings, the bill was to be eard by both conserv-
atlon committees of the Assembly snd Senate. A date wes set for the
hearing to be held in the aaserbly room.

The Manufecturers' Assccietion sent a letter to s11 ita membars urging
them to cttend snd so pin bacgk the eurs of the fansilcal Izsac walton

Leegue fishermen thet they would never egein ettempt tc chanze the lew,

~
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At the hearing the room wes packed. liembers of the League caemefron all
parts of tne ltate. The cheiraen ennounced thet the opposition would be
‘heard first, liepresentatives of the CeleUe 8nd AecFolo unions told about
how factories would have to close j£ the bill wes passed and thous=nds
would be unznployed.

Cne represz=ntstive, a doctor of the Federaded ivomen's Tlub sald thet
the healt: dunger of polluti wes insignificcn® snd the bill should not
be pezssed.

A Tepresentative of the Depariment of tericulture sald rarzers would
lose millions bectuse cheese fmctories would have to close.

A noted suthority on wotsr lews ridiculed the les~l aspects of the bill
and snid whoaver wrote the till w3 no concepticn cf the reeningy of
pollution.

All afternoon we listened to speskers apeinet the blll. Ve were given
but = few minutes to reply. '

1 ssid we hsve Leard from en ettorney who wap cheirzen of the state
pcllution comnittes for yeers =nd he szid whoever « 3 »ill h=2d no
conception of the definition of pollutien. I 'scid ™ e tnia bill 2nd the
defintion of pollution is copled fror the stctute end you wrote thls defin-
jtion.” I tumed to him and I thoughkt ne would have a stroke.

s to the financial srgument of the peper mills that tasy gould not
efford tc put in sbutement azcainery, 1 quoted from their finencinl state-
pents eshowinz net earanings elter taxes of zilxions, snd I pointad ouk that
the coat couid bda apread oul over the yeara,

V. J. usnch of Creen Bay ofteotively spoxe on the provles snd Janes
Spindler dwelt oo tae neslth sepects from parsonal axperiensea.

It seezed that every organization of tae state wes opposed to our bill.

Upon returning to the office I coslled the president of the Federated
Jomen's Slub and told her what was sald. cpe was sstounded end .spid thelr
directors unanimously voted to support the blll and abe would tell thelr
lotbyist to so infora each nenber of the lexlslsture.

I talked to the State proesident of the Amarican Federation of Labor
and told him that a speaker that reprasented his organization oprosed
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our bill, His reply was that nie union had voted to pupport the bill
end thelr lobbyist would contact enci menver of the legielature end
etate its position. '

I then cmlled the Strte Preaident of the C.I.Gs Union and told hinm
what wes saild. H#is repiy was thet toere was t0.-be o meeting of =il
officcrs on n given dste end T - gnould core end. explein toe viil. Tils
I 414, :fter a Twll diszcuzeicn 1t wes ungniuouuly reccanended tast tue
bi1l be sdopted and their lobdbylst 80 infere esch member of tne legls-
laturas,

I telked wlti the presideal end gacretary of the State Chnnber of
Comnerce, of which I was s chapter neaber, =nd explained the bill. The
reply wns thot atl the next dirccitors' netiing tasy would urge support
of the bill.

T then sent letters to the officers of tip four hundred conservaticn
olubs end all Izase Yalton Lasgue chapters urging toek to versonally
contnect their sssembly men snd senators to eupport the Lill.

I geve toiks before Aifferent orgenizetlons wbnutb the stete expleining
the polluticn grobler unish wee reported stuteside by tie preas.
ibout one zonth Later [ met our state senstor who told ne Le lizd never

known of suci a chenge of sentiment in Medison. At first sll1 vere opposed
to the bill and now they were oll for 1t.

Vhen a vote was taken our bill passed uneninously in the Senste end
Assenbly, end the governor whom 1 ped talked to previously sbout tue
probles signed the bllle.

It wos gretifying to know that the Interior Department sent letters
to =11 etete spencles enclosing & copy of our bill end recosmended
siniler action.

During the 1560 period Congress enacted a laworesting e burseu to
establish water gquallity atendsrds. Thiz reent the enployment of
thous»nds who were to test water turougnout the U.Se end point %o the
sources of pollution. 1t was obvious thet viie public could suve end smell
all of these sources of pollution, snd it spreared tuat the politicisns
gave the inpression tant Songress wes doing gonetuin,.

In 1965 the Supreze Court of ihe quted States seld tast a law pussed
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by Conzress in 1898 thet rade 1t 8 orininel offense for any industry to
put eny refuse in nevigeble walers was vallde

At the natlonsl convention of tne Izsec valton League held in Milwaukee
in 1967 I spoka on tais subject end pointed out that if tals law nad been
enforced there would be no pollutica by industries. 1 further pointad out
that by the n=et of Jongress eny person could couplain to a U.l. attorney
that e certain industry wis nolluting pavizuble waters, If = fine was
imposed tuet person couid ~gsoive cne helf of the fine. I gusgceasted that
chaptera thet necded finsnces fad & zolden opporiunity of not only
accompl isning our conservatlon goel but elso to replenisa their finunces.

Since then I have noted that fines of up to 3200,000 have been imposed
by federsl courts upon corpleints by ardent consarvazt.onlsts.

Since then the Fresident of the United States ordered tae Corps of
Mgineers to rejuire sll kanown poliutors to rlile statenentis as 1o the kind
and susntity of refuse put in navisuble wabters. However, state agencies
were to tsoke steps to end the pollution and 1little has oeen accomplisned.
This sgain apuears to glve tue public tue impression lust tue iresident 1is

doing sometning sbout tiae prodieue
I% is inportznt to note, however, thet the 1892 law atill at:ynds.

In 1550 =y frisnd V. J. Muench waas stsle president of the lezgue. The
‘bullding of dsns that destroyed atresms in taeir natursl condition becare
an soute probtlean for the LsmAus. Lotn of us Tisned for trout end over the
yesrs gsw whal was being done. More then twelva hundred dems had destroyed

these beagutiful rivers.

ﬁy interest in dems dated bacic to the 1920 perind. » clieat of nine was
ochairzsn of the Conservati-n Conrinsion end we cften discussel 1lis dirfferent
~ problexs, At one time I told him zbout the e¢metructicn of 2 dum at Caldron
Falls on the restigo River waich was 1y ravorite strenzs I surzested thet if
the State owned tihe lends Lordering repids, no dams could be built. I tolad
hin sbout the rosring replds thet ati1l existed in thelir naturel state.
fhnrily he invited me to n meeting of atne comaission end expiein the
provlen, which T did. The result was that the Zoddresn Lumber Conpeny gave
to the state a lorge eres on both sldes of the Testiro Hiver :nd & prIK wWes
estaotlisned thot was enjoysd by taoudandse
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The Stete Division repestedly urged the comnission to acquire these
strategic sites to no evzil. The 1nfluence of power companies and real
estate developers that wanted to meke lekes and sell the ad jucent land
wes obvious,

About 1949 ¢ power compzny proposed to build & dnm on the beautiful
Namekegon River, The Lz budde chapter of the lerzcue rendered n post
valuable service by tsking pictures of the svea eznd givirg rublicity
to the demage that would be done to this rnatursl resource,

Tn 1550 V. J. cclled nme and seld there wss to bte a herring before the
public service cousmission, & power compahy'nad arplied for s permit end
he wsnted to know what the Lesgue should do., I told him the lenzue hed
consistently opuosed tae destruction cf our streaus und he sheuld

attend the neering. 1 told uim thet 2 law wae pussed thet gove county
boards the power to epprove tue comsiructicn of dans, end if toey did,
tne pudblic service corzission aust grent e peramit. I dictated somewnatl
the foilowins to him: cn'sr en eppesrance as Stete Presldent crf tue
Izase Walton Loasue, oploee the srenting of tae peralt beesmuse the
county btonrd law wea unconstitutionzl angd trhat the public rizats
thsae waters in their astursl state wes sors importsnt theon the rights
of 8 power CORlLNY.

V. J. did this end the neme of the case that bacame notorlous through-
out tie Unlted States was V. J. tuench, President of the “tite Diwisicon
of the Izanc wWalton League ve Fubtlic Service Commlsalon of “lsconsin,

The exsminer ruled that he could not%t psss cn the constitutionzlity
of & law and recoxrerided to the full comuission thet tiie permit be
granted.

It wos tnen necesssry to appeml to the full comaisaien for a review.
I eubsiited briefs ¢nd migued thut the county boerd lew wag invalid.
The commission ruled thu% it could not puss on the constitutionslity
of ¢ lawe

It wag then nsceas:cry to arply to the circuit court in Z:ne Cownty
to reverse this ruling, 1 egein srgued tne publio right end uaconstit-
uticnslity of the law. The eircvit judge held trne law vz1id and tast
the permit be grocated.
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The Leacue sppenled to the fuprene Court. In thit mesntine I urged thLe
Governor to direct tune Attorney Cecneral to intervene as 8 party end Joint

with the Leazue., In tue wuprene Court the Ltste by tae Attormey Generecl
moved to be n perty and he filed o brief. '

I apain mrgued snd cutpitted en extereive brief on the guesticn of
public rizhts rud the conctitutionality cf the county tcerd leve

Justice Georxe Currie wrcte n pLeterplece concerning rutlic rignte
a8 opposed to privute rights spd declared county board lew void.

The Cuprene Court taoen dirccted the Iublic vervice Conrission Yo
peke findin-e ©s to publie rigeis, and if in its Judgment they were 20oreé
important than the privete rirhts 1t ehould deny the rernit.

Onis entoiled snotiher secving in abeh the ctiornsy general Joined in
oprosinz the granting of the rernit,. '

The commissisn decided tunt tac putlio riguts as defined by the Supreae
Court were nore importrnt und denied the permit.

Snortly V. J. esllad ngnin and said ne a=d raceived notice of a
hearing before tue rederal [ower Jompission cn on’opglication of tae.
POwGr goapany Jor a pocmit wnd woiisd WO KLOW oW 50 proceced. I v0id
niz %o g£o to Wasainzton at the Lesgue's exyense snd enter an sppesruance
es he bad done beore. I ciso told him to cbject in writing to The
grenting of the perzit becnuse the stote ageﬁcy ard ruled that the
public rizhts outweished privete interesto snd that the federsl power
comnission Led ne jurisdicticn over woters whoily within Jisconsin. This
he did.

The attornsy Jenercl slso gpreared z=nd filed oblactimes end exanined
witnesses avsr s perlod ef several deys. The hesring wes tofore an
exeniner vho recommended thed the peramit be granted.

This rejuired an oppeal to the £111 Folorel powsr commisslion. Tris was
&
v

duly taken wnd sxtenslve brieis were flled by boil t.a Leopuo and the

Attoraey Jenertl, Tie full conzissica d=znlad tie permit,

The power compzany then appealced to tue U. Ei Court of Appeals. By
extensive briefs prepsred bty the <gute and myself cand the power coir=ny
the issue wie vgein re-srpued.
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Thie court affirmed the mling of tne TFower Cozmission snd thus the
beeutiful Nqﬁekagon River wes saveds

During these proceedinge tae powaAr QORDANY Wad revrezented by two
lew firms, I gave thesce deterils toO §1lustrite the lgportrnce of the
Leczue'e part se in il other conservatlcn l:isues and how it czn
affectively protect public rizghts. it ues able to psy the travel ex-
penses snd printing bills whicn no ctker group would do.

‘nother problem on = nalionel level concerned tue mlsuse of so0il.

Our governrent bouzht surrlus farm produsts when the market vprice
fell bedlow n.riven perity. This surplus Wes stored in bina bthrougnout
the netion. its cost to tie government was zbout five bililion doliars
per year. fat zore tann tnet was the eifect on the soll, ~anddwners -
knew taey would zet a guarsateed price xnd proceeded to cultivate sll
available wress, nuring dry spells the wind swept the plaln stives
and tie top 20il wss Llowm B4Wiy. I pemesbar ~2li driving ascrcea a fleld
about s mile squere in Mentens to see @ reacher on hMasinzcs. -he iroued
was aovered witia ;jedtles, The beaker with ze gnid this had been one of
the most productive fields. it wes cultivited esch yeer «nd the wind
had left anti:lng but the atonea, This wss the fate of c«bout ang nlilion

“perss in the plain siqtes.

" In the bmst, smreua of tiuber ond brusl: ware cut to get uvore lend for
erops end the rain weesued toe top 3011 down tae oills.

A chanter of the Lesgue in i31inols conceived of a renedy. 1t lster
becume known s the 'coil bunk progras'. The Jeneral there wasg tact land
showld te plenzed wiin gress and troes tact would aeld tie sdil, Lund-
ownery were to be peid an cverrge vroduction price per snore if they
erreed to tue pilen.

“his proposel was gprroved by tue I1linois state divigion and «2s tie
nuln topic for the national conventlon in Town, lepresentativaes of tue
derertrenty of agriculiure, interior nnd lsyge fara orgsnizations g5ave
thelr viewse I hmppenad %o ke chalrman of the rgsolutions cormitiee., -e
jnvited ell concerned to exvress their views.



Our conoclusion was thut If about sixty million acres were teken out
of production tiuere would be no surplus. 1t was estimated thet peyrents
to lendowners would save the taxponyers about taree biliion dollurs per
year. It would enrich the soil and prevent erosion., Cur committe drufted
e resolution recommending the progrem which was passed unenlinously-at the
conventicn,

I was appointed chairmen of u comzmittee to put the plan into effect.
Other nrexzbers of the comnittee were suthorities in different areas of
the questions involved. To get results rejulred an act of Congress. e
had the support of the fera buresu end tue Crange, our largest farm
organizuticn,

In the course of time we hed ascenbled snd agreed upon fects and
figures snd presented the propossl to toe fecretary of tfgriculture for
approvyl. The secretary finally endorsed tae proposal in general
principles.

A bill was draited to carry out the ‘soil benk!' program and wss in-
troduced. As expected it received the violent oppositicn of manufacturera
cf fsrz machinery and producers of fertilizers. with saple monsy lobbyists
were enployed who olainmed that the bill would banxrupt many conmpsnies end
cause wide-spresd wmenployment. igoin meabers of tae Lesgue throughout the
United Ctates did their part. By letters we urged oll chapters to join in
the fignt, The response was most effective. The bill vagssed ond was sigmed
by the Presldent, However, the law limited retirement to only about
thirty nillion ecres. At subsequent sessions the acresge wes increased
~until it met our estimste of sixty million acres.

This feature of the s0il bsnk program hes proved sdventegeous, The
governrent csn decline to aske psyments at the end of eny year snd
restore to rroduction .eny smount of acreegze necessary to meet our needs,

In 1542 when I wes president of the State Division of tle Izazec walton
Lesgue, Julius iell wss governor snd sougnt re-election for & second ternm.
He cnnounced that he proposed to abolish the Congervation Connmlssion and
substitute his own cormission.
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The Coneervation Conmission wes the result of ¢ state-wide campnlgn
of the Lesgue under the leaderzhip of willian sberg 1n~1927i. v¥isconsgin
hed a politicelly appointed director of conservntion rnd the Leggue
belleved that tpe adninistration of coneervation sunould be non=-politienl
and for the interests of s11 tie people,

The governor's proposel wes in direet oonflict with the principels
of the Lesgue,

During tie esrly part of 1942 the director H., ¥. MacKenzie was
arbitraily dischargzed by the comaission without a hesring, The League
by its directors, passed a resolution demanding that he bte given a
hearing end stated that such eotion destroyed confidence in the sdmini-
stration orf conservation.

Orlsndo Loonis, fornerly sttomey general of vigeonsin, wae opposing
Glvernor Heil 1in tae campaign for governor, He explained nig suprort for
& non=politicel conmission end I inviteq him to spesk at the snnual
stete meeting of the League, which he did,

The controversy became the most importent issue of the canpaim, with
the Lesgue on one glde and the sovernor in oppoeition, Colurmns were
printed in the Tress throughout the state.

“hen tae zovernor rublicly stated thet the league would have to oone
to him with bended knees snd & white flag, the bress geve ever incresasing
apace to what I did end said,

The governosr had offered to rublicly debate the issues with moe. I
replied that I would egree to do this et sny time or plzoe he nsmed, and
if he did not sgree within ten days I would know he was bluffing,

This was carried in the press.

The governor replied throush the pPress that he did not intent to
engege in nny public debate,

He then wrote me & letter saylng, in substance, thst ne had ao contro=-
versy with the Izsac walton League,

I replied ss follows

~
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Letter from A.D.S. to GCovernor Jullus P. Heil, Jung 12, 1942

Jear Governor:

with the l:-no “nlton Leacue or its membership. -hen you take the
stend that you nave in regerd to . Ve MNefenzle ead for the 2bolitlion
of the Conservstion (omuiosion, ycur prosrra claghes with that of

e lzmee <slton leasue. You have zade tne controversy. (ne position
of the lzarcc :elton Le~zuo ia ele=yr and nes besn well known Lor zeny
yeurs., <€ have reitarsted our position in & resclution asnded to you
end to &ll ucnibers of the commis&ion on sy 25, 1942. Tihe lzzec

n yeur letter of June 10 you stnte tunt you fave no controversy

Walton Lesgue uytenvefor:
1o Pulr pley in 51l msbters perteining to conservetica in “isconsin,
2. & non-partisan adninlstrasion of conservatlon alfazlrs in Yisconsin,

g ave stated in no uacsrtein veras tict whe dischorgre of e faltiful
public servent witiout notice end without n heering ia not fair play
snd we have dewranded tiast H., w. HMeokenzie ss director be reinstzted and
that iY thera are any charrces to make that such cheorges be presented end
a'henring held in accordanoce with tae Americsn way of hondling publie
atfelirs,

¢ have =2lways insistad and still inzist thot thz mdnirnistrztion of
conservation affairs in sisconsin be removed froz politics.

If you want no controvarsy with th2 Izsaac waliton Lersue, you should
impediately cause H., ¥, YmeRenvie to be reinstated; and zecondly,
refrain fron your repe=zted nanyering and hindering tactics In regurd to
a departzernt in which hundreds of tacussnds of our sportszen have a
direct iatersst. Tone resgoluticn by our directors iz2s now bteen approved
by hundreds of epcrtsmen's groups ond I asm aerely stating the position
which 811 fair-rinded conservaticnkts are teking in ressrd to your acts
in conservation aatters 1a Yisconsine.

You publicly propose that the present coarission be sboiished snd taat
the suprene court spproint new comrlssionars. Perzit ze to susgsest =sa
nember of the bar thst by such a plan you would willfully involve our
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suprene ccurt in a politicel turmoil and that suck would be contrary
to all concepts of our JAnericen form of government, The judiciary must
remein free from such acts »s would czuse tnem to become involved in
politicrl sctivities outside of thelr own spiere.

Moy ve agcin reopezt our demand thut in the interest of fair play,
you tekxe izmediate action along the foregoing lines?

Sincerely,
£y Dy Sutherlend

Fditorisls in newspapers supported the positlon of the Leagus.
Many othar orgznizatisns joined in supporting our position. Tne resuli
was that Orlsndo Loozis was elected by a plurality of 165,000 votes.

I refer to the above to point out that the issue! of conservation
for tha best interesta of ©ll the people treznscends party lines.
This is so0, even tacugn the governor ciharged publicly in the press
that the Lesgue was the most effective politicel group that wslked in
shoe leather, | :

Jenuary 31, 1974 . Ae D. Sutherlend





