
Clifford E. Germain Biography

Early Years 

Mr. Germain was born in 1924 in Merrill, Wisconsin, and raised with his three siblings, 
two brothers and a sister, in the north woods of Wisconsin. "He comes from a culture of 
men who hunted and fished and liked to be out-of-doors" (P. Germain, personal 
communication). Apart from his time in the U.S. Army during the 1940s, he has been a 
lifelong resident of the state, and he devoted his 37-year professional career to public 
service in Wisconsin. 

He emolled at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, and received a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Zoology in 1949. Although he originally started his university studies in an 
engineering program, he decided that he did not want to be tied down to a desk job and, 
given his love for the outdoors, he ended up studying the natural sciences with such 
Wisconsin conservation icons as Aldo Leopold, Joseph Hickey, Norman Fassett, and 
John Thomson. He also studied with John Curtis, who wrote The Vegetation of 
Wisconsin: An Ordination of Natural Communities, the first scientific classification of 

natural plant communities in Wisconsin. This book and Leopold's A Sand County 
Almanac were ever-present touchstones for Mr. Germain, representing both his 
knowledge and his love for Wisconsin's natural history. 











Scientific Areas Long-Range Plan in 1983. The latter publication was important in that it 
set the stage for the future of the program. By this time Mr. Germain had built the 
foundation of the program and developed the primary methods of protection. It was time 
to add more components to the program--a management program, more research and 
educational use of sites, and the development of baseline data. 

Recognition 

Given Mr. Germain's many accomplishments it is not surprising that he has been 
recognized by several organizations that he has served. In 1987 he received the first 
George B. Fell Award from the Natural Areas Association as the "founding member of 
the Natural Areas Association and the driving force behind Wisconsin's Scientific Areas 
Program, the first state natural areas program in the U.S." The Fell award is NAA's 
lifetime achievement award, presented at the association's annual conference to 
individuals who have made a major contribution to the preservation of natural areas. 
Despite having retired more than 25 years ago, Mr. Germain remains a member of NAA 
and sits on the Association's Council of Advisors. Additionally, Mr. Germain served on 
TN C's Advisory Council beginning in 1972 and served on TNC's Board of Trustees for 
ten years from 1974 to 1984, working on both the Acquisitions Committee and the 
Stewardship Committee. In 2002, in recognition of the State Natural Area Program's 
50th Anniversary and to honor Mr. Germain's contributions to its success, the DNR 
dedicated an 88-acre Oneida County nature preserve in his honor. An old-growth 
hemlock forest (one of Mr. Germain's favorite natural communities) was named the 
Germain Hemlocks State Natural Area, and today serves as a living testament to his 
work. In 2008, Madison Audubon Society recognized the work of Mr. Germain by 
establishing the annual "Cliff Germain A ward for Excellence in Community-Based 
Restoration." The purpose of this award is to acknowledge a public or private individual 
or organization that has dedicated their skills and efforts toward ecological restoration for 
habitat conservation and species preservation . 








