
ROBERT L. HUNT 

Unsurpassed Influence on Wisconsin's Trout Resource 
Conservation 

Introduction 

Bob Hunt born 1933 in Madison, graduated from Madison East High in 1951 and served in the army 
with duty in Germany. At the University of Wisconsin-Madison, he earned a bachelor's degree in 1958 
and hls master's in 1959, both in Zoology, with the latter's thesis research on invertebrate surface drift 
and trout diet in the Brule River. 

Bob was--and remains-especially fascinated by wild brook trout the beautiful natives that once 
dominated Wisconsin's cold streams but diminished after people inflicted plows, cows, and brown trout 
on the land- and waterscape. While a university student, he handcrafted a leather briefcase for himself: 
On it in anticipation of a career no doubt he tooled the image of a leaping brook trout and the words 
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The Hunt Brothers 
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From childhood on, brothers Dick and Bob Hunt led the strenuous outdoor life for which Wisconsin's 
lands, waters, flora and fauna provide so well. The inspiration, vigor, and values thus imparted carried 
over into a combined 69 years of extraordinarily productive work as field biologists for the Wisconsin 
Conservation Department (WCD) and its successor agency, the Department of Natural Resources (DNR). 
Their abilities and industriousness, and the business-like approach to all they undertook would have 
suited Dick and Bob for lucrative work in private enterprise-desk bound, no doubt. It wouldn't have 
interested them in the least! 

Choosing instead public service careers-wildlife research in Dick's case, trout research in Bob's-they 
became renowned scientific experts and promoters of conservation in their specialties. hnportantly, their 
experiences as avid hunters and fishers engendered spirit and a strong sense of purpose and dedication in 
their work toward restoring and protecting natural resources. Clear in th_e.ir goals, Dick and Bob far more 
than repaid Wisconsin for the outdoor life it afforded them. 

The molding of such beneficial careers had much to do with their family, the era and location of their 
upbringing, and mentoring by fellow professionals. Parents, M. Roy and Clara Hunt, reared the boys and 
two daughters during the 1930s and '40s, the trying years of economic depression and war. Undoubtedly, 

hardships were encountered that helped build such traits as industriousness, resilience, and team spirit into 
the Hunt brothers. Their natural surroundings, however, yielded more advantage and pleasure than 
adversity. 

Initially living in Madison, Wisconsin, the Great Depression forced the Hunts to move to McFarland, a 
small town south of Madison on Lake Waubesa, right at the Yahara River outflow. The lake, the river, a 
pond adjoining the property, and nearby fields, wetlands, and woodlands offered abundant opportunities 
for hunting, fishing, hickory nut collecting, and other outdoor activity. Among their adventures, Dick and 
Bob searched freshly plowed fields for Indian artifacts and amassed a large collection. Once, Bob fell 
through the lake's ice and had a narrow escape thanks to the heroism of brother Dick. That story became 
family lore, and Bob's granddaughter recorded it in the Appendix. 

Roy Hunt, a crack shot, avid duck hunter and angler, put much-needed food on the family table and 
trained his sons well in bagging game and fish. He was also a keen outdoors teacher who Dick says 
"knew everything that swam, flew, crawled, walked, or ran." Roy regularly left notes telling oldest son 
Dick to "clean ducks!" Dick thinks over a hundred such notes were left for him, and he credits this early 
parental training as helping him become a competent waterfowl biologist. Later, Dick and Bob received 
further tutelage afield at the University of Wisconsin-Madison and from WCD personnel, in particular, 
Oswald "Os" Matson. 

Dick was a University student at Madison during the 1947-50 periods. When he began working with 
WCD, Bob tagged along on field excursions and got the yen to be a grouse or trout biologist. Dick also 
brought teenager Bob to graduate seminars at the University-the ornithology sessions of Professor John 
T. Emlen and those jointly conducted by Professors Joseph J. Hickey and Robert A. McCabe in game 
management. 

The UW Wildlife Department occupied a large, creaky-floored old house, once the Agriculture Dean's 
residence. There, in the attic library, Aldo Leopold had established a tradition of Monday night seminars 
continued by Hickey and McCabe, complete with post-presentation passing of a basket of apples. Some 
scientific complexities may have escaped the young Hunt brothers, but surely they absorbed valuable 
content, as well as the special spirit of dedication and camaraderie among grad students, faculty and WCD 
biologists at the seminars. 

Attending the seminars besides the Hunts, were seasoned biologists and graduate students including 
Robert Ellarson, Cyril Kabat, Al Stokes, James Hale, Lawrence Jahn, Robert Dorney, Ruth Hine, George 
Knutson, Harold Mathiak, Arlyn Linde, Fred Wagner, Carroll "Buzz" Besadny, and Don Thompson. It 
was a great experience to rub elbows with folks who were or would become eminent in wildlife science 
and conservation. Dick, already an accomplished outdoorsman and military veteran, didn't let his lack of 
academic or scientific experience prevent him for contributing to these discussions. 

Sometimes these events centered at the Fred and Fran Hamerstrom home and field station in central 
Wisconsin. Dick lived and worked with the Hamerstroms for a while, and Bob got a taste of grouse 
biology and met Os Matson, who took him trout fishing. Os may also have played a prominent part in the 
grouse hunting that became becoming a life-long passion for both Dick and Bob. 

Dick and Bob's early experiences surely helped instill in them the fortitude needed for working under 
difficult outdoor conditions. Also gained were the sporting values-and yes, surely the awe and wonder 
of nature's beauty-which stood them in good stead when they later so admirably served the public, the 
conservation community, and the natural resource itself. Dick and Bob both chose to keep working as 
productive and influential field biologists and mentors, rather than accepting advancement into higher 
paying, office-bound, administrative positions. 

Many people aspire to success in terms of wealth, rank, political power, or whatever. More important is 
significance-the effect that a person has. Thanks to Dick Hunt's efforts, more than anyone else's, 
Canada geese, once scarce in Wisconsin, now abound. Thanks to Bob Hunt's efforts, more than anyone 
else's, Wisconsin's wild trout, once diminishing in streams devastated by habitat damage and 
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contaminated with hatchery fish, now thrive. These improved resources enhance quality of life for the 
people of Wisconsin and for visitors to its fields, marshes and streams. 

The Hunt Brothers have profoundly benefitted Wisconsin conservation. Indeed, the Hunt Brothers 
exemplified what it was that made the fish and wildlife research in Wisconsin develop into one of the best 
state programs in the country. Dick humbly sums up their contributions by saying he is "proud to be" 
among the ranks of the "many dedicated people" who have done "wonderful things for resource
management and for the citizens of Wisconsin." 

Joining the Conservation Hall of Fame 

The lives and careers of these two stalwart Wisconsin conservationists are presented in detail on 
the following pages. Their initiative, impeccable research, and implementation of state, national, 
and international regulations, management, and institutional policy are deserving of the highest 
accolades. 

From Boy Scouts to biology, Dick Hunt has contributed to society in an honest, forthright manner 
with a fundamental commitment to wildlife conservation that led to the development of one of the 
finest wetland and waterfowl conservation programs in the country. Despite controversy in Canada 
goose management that threatened the state economically as well as undermining public 
confidence in the DNR, Dick was crucially instrumental in producing the scientific-based solutions 
that not only restored order to management, but restored Canada goose populations on the brink of
collapse. 

Dick's contributions beyond his employment involving sandhill cranes, trumpeter swans, and
prairie chickens garnered special recognition from those organizations. While he modestly 
dismisses his contributions to many others including the Friends of Horicon: Marsh, Citizen Natural 
Resources Association, Wisconsin Wildlife Society, Prairie Chicken Society, Wisconsin Wetlanders 
Group, and the International Crane Foundation, the facts are that they received his help on 
numerous occasions and his expertise was most valued. He gave expert testimony many times to
protect Wisconsin wetlands and developed unique expertise on electric power line impacts on 
waterfowl that contributed to selecting development corridors with less impact on wildlife and 
wetlands. 

Bob Hunt has dedicated his life to conservation. His innovative wild trout research continues to 
have significant impact on fisheries policies and habitat management strategies not only in this 
state, but nationally and internationally. His numerous publications have enhanced the knowledge 
base of professional fisheries scientists and enabled significant advances In the management of fish 
species, the improvement offish habitat, and recreational angling. His positive influence on his 
profession, students, trout anglers, and the public goes well beyond his civil service responsibilities, 
and was always conducted with grace and dignity. 

Like his brother, Bob's expertise has extended his influence well beyond his employment 
responsibilities. He has served as a consultant and trainer to natural resources agencies in Iowa, 
Michigan, Minnesota, California, Pennsylvania, and Georgia. He has provided similar services to U. S. 
Forest Service personnel, the Society of American Foresters, and provincial employees in Nova 
Scotia and Newfoundland. He has conducted scientific workshops involving scientists from 
England, Ireland, Germany, Japan, Russia, and several Canadian provinces. His Trout Unlimited 
services draw accolades that continue to this day. 

At no time in Wisconsin's history have two brothers contributed to conservation programs so 
much, so well, and for so long. Such service deserves to be commended by their selection to the 
Wisconsin Conservation Hall of Fame. 
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