
Paul Oscar Husting ... Defender of the Public Waters Trust 

Paul Husting is probably best known in Wisconsin natural resources circles as 
the vindicated defendant in the 1 914 state supreme court Diana Shooting Club 
case (145 N.W. 816-821, 1914). That case, in which the club sought damages for 
Husting 's alleged trespass on its exclusive hunting preserve, remains significant 
today for at least two reasons. First, it established hunting as a right incident to 
public rights of navigation and second, it provides the legal definition of the term 
"ordinary highwater mark" which prescribes the geographic bounds of the public 
trust in navigable waters. 

An examination of Husting's family and personal history, well founded 
speculation about his personality and some investigation of state and national 
political context during the early 1900s show that the outcome of the Diana case 
was likely not the result of some quirk of fate or historical aberration. It was 
exactly what one would have expected from the junior U.S. Senator from the state 
of Wisconsin (an impressive enough title considering Robert M. LaFollette was the 
senior Senator). 

After Husting's premature death in 1917, Senator La Follette and a cast of 
others reported some of the facts of his life and his accomplishments in memorial 
addresses before the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives (La Follette 1919). 
Paul Husting was born in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin on April 25, 1866. His father 

emigrated from Luxembourg in 1855 and continued his trade as watchmaker and 
jeweler, settling eventually in Mayville in Dodge County at the eastern side of the 
Horicon Marsh (1876). His mother's side of the family was illustrious. Maternal 
grandfather Soloman Juneau is credited with founding Milwaukee in 1818 when he 
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