When 1 received the invitation to talk to your group about eonser-,‘V'

vation educatlon. I hesitated to accept. Thw mere fact that oonservatlon
has been an avucation of mine for many years,and for most of that period
I have eonsldored nonaervation education to be a vifal and necessary*part
of any school currinulum. does noy mean I am qualified to speak on thc -

subject or that I am an expert on it,

However. S daclded to accept on the theory that as one who is on

the"outside of th fence.looklng in", so to speak, I might see some thingu

which you on‘thé'i 2160 of the fence" might not see, simply because of oun

different pelwht Q’t dew.

_969. at a State convention of the Izaak Walton League.

at Fond du Lao, Wla.. Mr. Russ Lynch of the State Natural Resource Board‘$

gave an outstandins talk on enviornmentnl resource matters which I thlnk f? 
aégP;olevanz to thu sub ject of conservation education. Mr. Lynch 1s one

of the outatanﬂina conaervatlonist in the State and unfortunately he is
belng replaood on the board for what appears to be purely political reasons.f-
He sald, qnott.'Conaervntion today has become an 1nadoquato word. Today -
natural resourgc problems are more urgent than when most of us became
‘interested in éqnservation and accepted a responsibility to work for 1it.
Now 1t 1is thb §a€1ornmant we are concerned about--the rapid, tremendous
changes and the slow,insideous ones that have hecome monumental. The

need now is to control these changes, to protet and renovgte our living
space., When I %glk about enviornment, I am talking about limitations to
which all living thing are subject.Even man , although I think most of
mankind overlooks or denies, this subjection to natures laws. We live and
work with the ald of‘electronics. cybernetics,cryogenics and many other
things that many of us may not really understand, if even we know what

the words mean. On land we travel faster than any creature can runj in

the alr, faster than any bird can fly. We are partners,thru taxes in the
development of space travel and atomiec energy and in sea hottom axploration.

But we are animalsg, and we must never forget it! In the simpllest sense,
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enviornment meané the surroundings in which we live, but it really goes
-beyond the phyéical and 1t includes theeconomic and cultural atmosphere,
In our civilizétion. the threeAare inseparable, Many overlook this fact,
and that 1s the root of our pro'lems. The total enviornment is of vital
importance. Life depends on it--the kind of life we live, how long we
live, and wiuh the atomic bomb and air and water pollution, whether there
can be 1life at all on earthfor many creatures,®Quoting further, he sayé.
"Man also has an advantage over other socially tolerant animals in that
vhe can to some-exﬁcnt oontroi parasités and predétors and treat bodily
the inecrease

ills. Note I say "to some extent", We can look upon crime, particularly/
in the core areas, aa predatlon. The cheaters in our welfare program surely
are parasites and we can all think of others, The tremendous market for
pills affords reason to wonder about the health of our people. Ulcers,
tension produced allments, allergies and wvarious diseaaes must be attrlbuted
to the condltion of our enviornment;pollution, overcrowding, pressure and
technological tampering with natural things,---In our land today, we have a
good deal of rebellion., Writers call it rebellion azainst the Establiqhmenﬁ.
But thé Estébiishﬁent is responsible for the enviornment, and these rehel=-
fdns.there'aré several different kinds , are really against the physical,
cultural and econqmic enviornment y === I leave you now with the thought
that many of our proklems today arise, most probably, from the fact that
the faceless. mindless. countless multitude senses what is happening and
does not like ;t at all, Isn't the multitude frustrated and uneasy about
being managed ihtb an extrenely comples, competitive and restless way of
living, full of things it oompréhendtdlmly,if at all? A 1life full 6f
pressuie and tension? Whatiwe call youthoproblems, 1abor}problema. clivil
rights probﬁqms. ielrare pfoblams.even the'god is dead' problem--are these
really diff jrent ﬁanifeatationa of rebellion against the enviornment;* Enﬂ'
of quotes, z’?roh r, Lyndh:"s brilliant ahalysis,

I qﬁoted so extensively from his talk because he sald much better than
I could.many problems facing us today which very probably can be attrlbuted
to the type of valuea which our culture appears to have adopted And what
he has sald opens the door for the question I have to raise, "Are these
values the ﬁroducté of oﬁr educational systﬂl?&re the great magnificent
school structures we are buildlng nothing more than mamifacturing plants

for the mass production of values which can déstroy

our very soclety?
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degoribed

In the old Webster International dictionary,

as® an act or process of learning; the impart

x

. of knows
ledge, skill or ﬁimﬂigiiﬂ@ of sharacter; also the aect or process of traine

ing by a yr&g@rih@ﬁ or customary course of study or discipline®. Ard under

the word"teach™ it says "to impart the Ynowledge of s%@ instruvet in the

rules, ﬁréﬁai§1%$}~§rm£%$@$‘@w the 1ike", Note the use of the worde®prirciplés
and ﬁiﬁﬁiﬁiiﬁﬁp and the phrase,"discipline of character®. |

in thiﬁgiﬁg.@h@ut thig definition, 1t ocdured to me that edunstion

oday, and ag 1@&% ag I can remenber, has concerned with

that part of the definition whish it as "as impartation or achuls-

ition of kﬁ@%&&@gé and skill" but has neglected that part whiech refers to
"diseipline of character and prinsiples”.

You may ask,"what has this to do with conservation education®? My
answer 1s that I believe 1t to be the key to the solution of the many

proilems which Mr. Lyneh mentioned, problems whieh do threaten the degtiny

a deap

Feellng of rﬁ@@@ﬁgi%iiiiy and duty, or in other worde an"ethicsl consclence”

|| towards his total enviornment., Responeiblility is the foundation upon w%i&h

\ all character ls bullt. Without it there can be no honesty of purpose nor

&

any of the human virtues which distimuish man from the beast, Without a
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( Feeling of responsibility toward his God, there iz no morality,=-without o

s

ifé
ot
&

eeling of responsibllity toward his enviormment, man destroyes

We know that the mere acaguisition of ‘nowled

dividual does not by itself guarantee hilg value as a fine altiven,=thers

are a lot of educated crooks arcund. But even more glpnificant, 'mowle

ag our education imparts iz not nece rily a eriterion for intellipen

look at the mess of things some of our most educated can

education 1s no substitute for intelligence., In fact, without an ingralned

the individoals

E

Ling of responsiblliity, edussation can be misused

moity for self indulgence. Where better to start to bulld an indiv duals

sense of responglbllity than with the things he can see, feel, snmell,taste

i
ang enjoy,thoge tangible things of 1life we call our enviornment,
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I think that the man of today 1s very much like the human being

who lived at the time of the first written records. Human nature appears
to be unchanged. The conflicts between individuals,cultures and nations,
then as nbw.stem from the same forces which seem inherent within mankind
and control his_actlona.v ‘ v

' Hoievér. ovér the‘years man has acquired ﬁ certain degree of know-
ledge 6f‘th§ fércel of nature and his‘alm appears to be to use them in
. such a way as to make them his servants for more and more materlial benefits,
Thus by reason of his increasing knowledgo of these forces, he created
what we ca&Lthe lndustrial age., In this age.concerned primarily with the
material benefits hg could produce and the wealth he cpuld create, he
neglected to recoéﬁlie. identify oreven try to understﬁnd the impact
these forcea of materlalism he unleashed would have upon those inherent
characterlstics of human nature, He is content and proud to call "progress"
anything that adds to his lmmedlato wealth.anything from the leveling of
a mountaln. the destruction ofcounties by strip mining or the destruction,
of a huge body of unter like Green Bay by pollution., He also falils to
recognize that the unlaashing of these foroes for the values in material_
things they can bring about, alsp can relegate him as an individual to
nothing mo;e'thaq a number on a govérnment or corporate computor.

80 that todqy,as a result of the khowledge man has acquired thru
the values taught him‘thru our educational systems, he has learned enough
about the fdroes éf natﬁre. and has employed ‘hem in such a way as to
threaten the very existence of 1life itself on his mother earth,

The question is, will he have the intelligence and the discipline
of character not ﬁo use his knowledge for that purpose. '

Nor oah we ignore the part our corporate structure is playing in
the vﬁlues we havo‘placed upon materialism (which is just another word
for the biblical words "golden calf®, We created the corporation as a
vehlcle to carry onAmbre effectively and efficiently the intracacles of tﬁe
business of our 1ndustr1a1 azge. We gave it all the rights we po-sess, except
perhaps.the politlcal right to vote, although corporate servants appear
to have been able to cireumvent that limitation, But we gave it some,more,
something even we dpn't'possesa; namely, the right to perpetual life
dependant upon 1t's business success. And because financial sucdess has

become the only reason for it's existence, and because not only managment
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etoskholdersand labor as well as the sovernment {tself arefdépéndant on

it's audcens'for thelir matarial welfare, thﬂ?‘ ia great d&ﬁg@f it can

lose it's roll aa a servant and actually become the mastsr. g’a'corp-f

orate entlty; it d&es not need cloan air to breathe or olaan watsr to

drink. 3‘~43;§'! it does not concern itself with aeathetic or en- i

-viornmehtaiith' anﬂvtoo orten water and alr are palluted and an~
'viorament Pk :pnly.bacausq‘or the(finanu;al reasons 1n?ulvad.‘
Df'eo@ barpofaﬁlon of 1t'a own volition eanncﬁldéstroy ‘
wéﬁai. alr anvlornment. It's course is set by the valuea and
‘the "ethls 1enne'af 1¢t%s human’ diruaters. the values which edua
| : nﬂous hard in shaping»and sreating.
ration is not alone in it's lack of an"sthical cons
in relation s enviornment.The 1bdividﬁa1 1§nd'avﬁer‘ia Jnst‘as‘
' - ‘ th@ enviornmental. uriuis we are nr&atlng, Look at
uhiah are lost forsvor bccausc poor farming practl
raak at the fcrtillzatlon of anr_waterwaya recause
‘%ilizing ﬁréctlceh. chk;at the“outdopr‘elums“wa :
i.@artieulurily,hroﬁnd beautiful northern lakes,
{.vaihss'hald by so ocalled "jevelopers,” Look at f
:ained and the building of unecessry dams all for
iha values'bur aducatienalrpractloeg are aﬁuourigx
ime to revaluate eur‘enﬁltevéduoatldnsl goncepts
and objcoti L nording to the ads we see, the young are anoouramod
not to droy outl r;schocl but to obtain an education so they can prepars,: fw
themselves for batter Jobs and to earn more money.Thesa are,no doubt, '
desireable objactivea. Mora skllls help 1ndnatry to ohtain ‘more qaulifiad‘ 
help, and more maney means mere can be spent en the products of 1nduat-

ry thus bclpins to x® keep the aconamy in high geary ané taxes rolling 1n

for the pelltiéiann. Important as these things mﬁy be, is it not Jﬁﬁt

as important ta‘teaah’the‘student he is but a part ¢f‘a fantastically
intricate eommuhlty of nature towarﬁ'yhiah he has & deep and gfa#e‘

responsibility? Does not the philéaophy of "earn more Lo earn more® as
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¢ the primary ésal«of education, lead to the very expdoitation of our
gselils, water, air . minerals and enviornment which threaten the very ex-
istence of man anéthis earth? Doeg it not lead to those values we see
so rampant today;?iz.. "lets i1l our pockets today and get what we can
while we can?®Does it not lead to the encouragement of the worship of
the very forces which tend to make the corporation the master rather than
thé servant of man?;Could it be that the lack of the values contemplated
éy.trup cangervatlon educat1on are one of the principal causes of the
rebellivg. ki’ yeuth? |

Where in our educational curriculum do we find that other part of
the definition of education which refers to "discipline of charaoter'
athat discipline of character which would automatically come from a young

§ consclence'awakg§§dand alerted by eduscational prinelples emphasizing

I
that the right to earn more also imposes upon the student the duty not

| to km befoﬁljth r and wéter. not to destroy the soils and dnvlarn— f;L

ment, not ﬁ@iup ance the ecologiecal pattern of nature¢ Certainly it'

must be thw"fuh hfef education to create a proper balanaa betwean

T‘l of"learn more to earn more” and the responsibili
toward his total enviornement : _

- he applies his skills and knowledge:a&ﬁiznxw

: @ in the currieulum to teach the dutiés of*ar

protaotion. proper use and conservation of the veri

rasources his eaun ry must have if it is to continue to prosper and be

worth livlng 1n_ Eﬂucation must divorce itself from any phllasophy which v

consoiously ar ;eenscionsly tends to foster exploitatien of resourcei

%K and confusa free ‘enterprise wlth exploitation. And certainly it must
\

%

gind@ctrlnate the student with an ethieal conSﬂienoe relating to his duties'

\§nd responsibilitie: toward his enviornment as well as to himgelf and
nis fellowmen.

Now, 1f these things are desireable goals of eduoatipn; how do we
go about implementing them? Some say this is the duty of the parents.'

But the parents‘today are generally the products of our educational
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systen, Nuzthqg they norlour‘teaahera have had an.oﬁuaation which in-
cluded the 1nﬁ$§tr1nation of an ethieal eonséiegse toward our enviorn-
ment, and as individuals, to reaogn(zo their dutles and rgsyonslbilitios'
to maintain g quality natural enviornment for themsalvas‘nhd the futur;.
To try and start an oduéatianal program awhbdyzng thase principles is

almoat like trying to btuild a house by startin& with rha roof 1nstead
Live

‘of the foundation, I think the ‘it ssBLE sust cume from the highest

sdueatlanal 1evelu beth on a 3tate anﬂ Nat&anal plann. Teachera 1lke
yonrsolven. i yuu are dédiouted. must talk about it and try to get
things startud. And. the start must come soon, so that the ahildren
of today, whprwgll be the parents of tomorrow, will not be as poorly
edusated in these principles as thelr parents were, Teachers colleges
must develbp:thq proper courses to indoctrinate the future teachers
with the v#lﬁaafaugggsted heré. |

Most of us I think, believe in sonme type of moral law, We know
what human natura'is and how 1t-respond- to taﬁpt;tian,partiunlarily

if material things are involved. I see a parallcl netween our material

' values and whdt they are doing to us and the prodigal son. The father
 having lavished the son with all the things, gifts, wealth and material
=§3ndgpts he xaﬁtg@. He pald no attention to what his genarosity was

%daing to his son, sven tho 1t was destrpying the sons sense of respone

slhllity anﬂ dullins his character until he turned out to be a bum. In
\anoepting thnco girbu and using them for his own destruction, did the
ann really 1avo his father? Do we not agt very much like the prodigal
snn when we mxploit. destey.waste and abuse 2ll the waalth in natursl
\gaaouraas God has given us? |

: 4 believé that conservation education emtodying the philosophy
of duty,responsibility aﬁd an ethical consclence tward our enviernment
san not only give our youth the skills and knowledge need to make more
money, but will also teach him to be a better citizen with a more
disciplined charascter with the capacity te enloy many more senstructe
ive values in life than mere monetary ones. Anything less can hardly

be called a complete education.



8

Bducation should be the vehicle to carry man to his highest cultural
achlovementa. & doubt Af the true cultura of a nation can be measured
,by 1t's gross‘natlonal product or the average annal 1ncome of it's
paople. I doubt ‘AT 1t can be measured by the height of 1t's skyaompers.-
tha archeteotural splondar of it's churches.or the oapaclty of it's
stadluma. or the number of television antennas sticking out o( it's
roof tops. I don't think 1t's real atrengti.can be measureﬂ by‘the

slzo of 1b'a ullitary force. or it's. ‘nueclear bomb reaervoir. Rather.

h # think. tha true 1evel of culture of a people and the real strength of o

a nation can ba neasurod only im the sum total of the strength or
charaoter Of lt's avarage citlzen. since it is the sum total whlah
makes tho uholo nation. | ‘ »
Tho primary aim of oduoatlon should be to strengthen rhe nharaater
of the 1ndividm.1 student. It can't be dome when the aim is to"learn

more to uarn moro'. But it can be dono with the davelopment of the

"ethical conaolanﬁo“ 1n conservation education along with all the needed7

values whieh would autometically stem ﬁu@h&q&sﬂ‘.ﬂntlon&l philosophy

\ which auphaaized man'e duty for the preservatlon of a quallty enviorn-

ment for himsolfqapd the.futura.

V.d.Muench
6117/ 69,





