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WCEF Irrluction statement* 

Five years ago in 1986 I presented a statement on Ernest SWift's induction into the 

Wisconsin Conservation Hall of F'aloo. Today I am presenting one for Pearl Pohl 's 

induction. I personally knew arrl had some associations with seven of the past 

inductees arrl both Pearl Pohl arrl Richard Hemp. In my opinion Pearl Pohl ranks with 

the best advocates of natural resource conservation in Wisconsin's histo:ry. My 

opinion is based in part on the fact that Pearl Pohl effectively contributed. the 

equivalent of two no:rm3.l life times of service to the cause of natural resource 

conservation. 

The first life time was as an elementa:ry school teacher in the Milwaukee school 

system which obligated her only to teach the three "R's" and incidentally as 

appropriate, histo:ry and gecgraphy. But, by her own choice she also taught what can 

be lcgically described as relatively fo:rm3.lized natural resources conservation and 

management. Obviously, her teaching efforts must have been highly successful since 

she stayed on the Milwaukee payroll for 45 years from 1908-1953. By this time she 

was 66 years old. This record of successful teaching is certainly equivalent to one 

lifetime of a no:rm3.l irrlividual. 

But, in addition to her teaching effort and equally, if not more importantly in the 

:period of 1900-53, she also participated in the advancement of inmnnerable public 

efforts on the importance of natural resources and their conservation. A few 

examples follcw. 
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