




if of museum quality." lt took three years 
for lhe Valliers to contact everyone who 
responded. "Every Friday," Dory recalls, 
"I'd pick up Jacque at Washington School, 
and we'd drive north. We'd see as_·many 
people as we could, then drive back late 
Sunday night. I don't lcnow how we did it!" 

The colleclion grew steadily. A tip led 
tht• Valliers lo an abandoned, bill st ill
slanding, camp in a remote corner of north
easlern Minnesota lhat was a virtual mu
seum in itself, the Lost Dutchman of log
ging artifacls. There were other, more 
human, benefits lo lhe search as well. 
Everywhere they traveled, lhe Vallien; met 
wonderful people. Many lived humbly in 
tarpaper shacks; many were Finnish, Polish 
or Norwegiai1, and spoke a broken English. 
All welcomed lhe Valliers into their homes, 
as if they were old friends, often insisting 
they take a meal with them. Jacque and 
Dory have never forgotten lhose Q,1C\1ls, nor 
the heartfelt kindness from which they 
were offered. 

The Menominee Logging Camp Mu
seum opened its doors in 1972. Located on 
the banks of the rushing Wolf River, and 
surrounded by towering pines, to walk 
lhrough its authentic buildings is to step 
back in time, to an em made distant more 
by its inlense brevity than by the actual 
passage of years. And it is to summon, and 
experience, U1e magic of logging ca�p life 
that touched Jacque Vallier when he was a 
boy, and made a mark as indelible as the 
slamp of a hammer. 

While Dory accompanied and sup
ported her husband in this endeavor, she 
also found time to pursue her own interests . 

..it'She began collecting pressed-glass goblets, 
rare, delightful pieces dating to the nine
teenth and early twentielh centuries. The 
hunt eventually toolc her to alJ corners of the 
country, and didn't end until she had 
amassed 1,167 pressed-glass objects. Dory 
later donated the enti-re collection to lJW
Stevens Point, where it is a centerpiece of 
the Museum of Fine Arts. 

And, during the same period, she was 
deeply involved in the lobbying, cajoling 
and arguing that would make lhe Schlitz 
Auduhon Center a reality. The 185-acrc 
1;roperty, !mown as the Nine Mile Fann, 
had been originally purchased by the 
Uihlein family in 1885. With its wooded 
ravines, meadows and wildflowers, it was 
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a110I her of the special places Dory had loved 
as a child. As early as 1960, she proposed 
to the Schlitz Founclation that the farm be 
lurned into a nature center. "I didn't get 
very far," she admits. In tlw years follow
ing, she had a hand in quashing at least two 
outrageous development schemes, and was 
gravely disappointed when a promising 
plan fell apart for wholly political reasons. 

The puzzle finally caii1e together in 
1971. National Audubon agreed to sanction 
the proposed center, providing that local 
funding could be secured lo cover the costs 
of operation and development. The Valliers 
erased the former concern with a one mil
lion dollar endowment; Dory's cousin, · 
Joseph Uihlein, drummed up $650,000 for 
development of the facility. On the 185th 
anniversary of Audubon's birthday, April 
26, 1971, the Schlitz Foundation board 
voted unanimously to deed the Nine Mile 
Farm to the Audubon Society. When the 
Interpretive Building was dedicated three 
years later, Robc1t Uihlein, president of the 
Schlitz Brewery, commemorated the occa
sion by releasing a rehabilitated saw-w:het 
owl--in Gem1an, Uihlein means "litlle owl" 
-which promptly flew into a nearby tree
and watched the proceedings with silent
approbation.
1 "It was a dream come true," says 
Dory. "We're especially pleased by the fact. 
that the Center is within a thirty-minute 
drive of every schoul in Milwaukee County. 

•a you learn to love and respect nature at an
<voa� 

early age-as I did-it enriches the re:-;t of 
your life." Manned by a professional staff, 
and bolstered by an army of enthusiastic 
volunteers, the Schlitz Audubon Center of· 
fers dozens of classes, workshops, pro
grams and field I.tips, tailored for young and 
old alike. Its value as a resource to the 
residents of metropolitan Milwaukee can 
hardly be calculated. 

In lhe late '70s, it occurred rl> th<' 
Valliern that they were "getting older," and 
lhat they should "do something with Tree
haven." What they did was donate !J(iO 
acres of lhose majestic, rolling hardwoods, 
an<l the trout stream thal courses among 
them, to lJW-Stevens Point for use a:-;" 
field station and living laboratory. Thirly
five miles of roads make the grounds fully 
accessible to slmlents nnd researchers. 
Treehaven offers a variety of credit and 
non-credit classes in ecology, forestry and 
conservation, and this September hoslecl 
the International Forestry Conference. The 
facilities rival those of an American plan 
resort, right up to the fieldstone fireplaces. 
"The food is superb," Dory attests, "and 
the quarters are very comfortable. Thal 
may be why it's so popular! The scenery is 
magnificent, too." 

The Valliers retain ownership of a 
home at Treehaven, along with a small lake 
and a quarter-section of forest. They divide 
their time between that residence and an al· 
tractive condominium in Mequon, a duplex 
decorated with Owen Gromme paintings
originals, not prints-and other bi;·d art. /\ 
slender pond out back provides habitat for 
mallards-every spring, a hen nests in the 
maidenhair ferns they planted on the north 
side of their home-and Canada geese. 
They still travel frequently, and count 
among their favorite places such gems as 
the Ridges Sanctuary in Baileys Harbor and 
Crcx Meadows near Grantsburg. Age may 
have slowed the pace of their aclivity, but 
it has not reduced the measure of their con
rcems. J and Doi allier are stills_om
rnitted-toJuaking_Wisconsin better, to sav
ing_w_ iat is irreplaceable. They are owed a 
great debt. If people e�ate their work ancl 
their ideals, it will be, for the Valliers, pay
ment in full. ,>t' 

\Tmn-.D1111i_sl,is associate erlitar for 
Wisconsin Trails and lives in Baileys
Harbor. 
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