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Several weeks ago We Wrote to Mrse Elenor Rooseveélt 'and Presemted

o her the plan of Mrs. Max Schmitt (Conservetion Chairman of

the Women's Federation of Garden Clubs).fqupaxryipg,pn'the
conservation activities on federal and ‘state forests during the

pericd of the war,

S Fe AR

Krs. Roosevelt evidently thought thet the plan had possibilities,
because we are informed that she sent our letter to the Chief of
the Forest Service in Washingtone We believe this, information to
be correct but as we have not heard'from#rsy Roosevelt we are

now inquiring of you whether or not you have heard anything from
Washington which would indicate that-such“was the cases We would
further appreciate it if you could advise us as to what progress,

if any, has been made between the Forest Service and Mrse. Roosevelt.

The various womenfs organizations which we have approached are
enthusiastic about this program to give young women - between the
ages of 14 to 60 (?) = an opportunity to carry on with the forests
of the nation while the men are fighting the enemies which seek to
destroy our way of life and our democracy. These women's groups
feel that this contemplated march into the forests would not only
be a patriotic gesture on the part of American women, but the work
which would be accomplished would be df inestimable value to the
future of our countrye.

~ We are told that through the establishment of the C.C.C. by the

New Deal, forestry has been stepped up about fifty years in the
United States. With the closing of the camps, is the whole
forestry program to be allowed to slip back to the pitiable posi=-
tion it was in before Mr. Roosevelt entered the White House? The
women voice a loud and emphatic "no"™! They say they can plant

as well or better than men; their hands are gentle and they are
natural gardeners. They.say further that they can be trained to



do men's worke In Germany and Russia women are today doing
the hardest kind of manual lebor = on farms, in mines and
industry, ‘and from all reports, they are doing it exceedingly: = -
welle American women can do as much if they are given the
chances Perhaps there is not yet the need to operate large
tractors because some men are still available to do the heavy
tasks connected with forestry work, but the "weaker sex" can-
plant millions of trees that are in the nurseries now and mus%
be planted this springe. Besides planting, the women can "man"
the lookout towers and put out small fires = and they will do
all this without wages and for their "keep".
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We .conservationists feel that trees must be planted - WAR OR
NO WAR = ‘because forests are a necessary part of national de-
fense, and unless human nature changes entirely during the next
twenty years, we will probably be confronted with another war
and growing forests will help us to meet the challengee.

Hey we hedr from you regardlng thlS matter at your earliest
convenlenceo wr Fa S AR R
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