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Aldo Leopold 

remarks by Curt Meine 

Aldo Leopold led what one historian has cal led , perhaps 

the most distinguished career in 20th century conservation. 11 He 

was born in the Mississippi River town of Burlington, Iowa on 

January 11, 1887. His mother Clara, a witty, energetic lady, was 

the only daughter of a well-to-do German immigrant who made his 

fortune in Burlington as a grocer, landscape engineer, and 

banker. Aldo's father was the owner and manager of the Leopold 

Desk Company of Burlington, which produced fine office furniture, 

furniture that was, according to the company's motto, "Built On 

Honor To Endure." Alsdo was their first child, and grew up in 

the impressive family home that stood high on a bluff overlooking 

the town of Burlington and the bottomlands of the Mississippi. 

most distinguished career in 20th century conservation." 

It was in those bottomlands that Leopold first developed his 

abiding love of the outdoors. His father Carl was an expert 

hunter and naturalist, a sportsman of the Teddy Roosevelt 

variety. He taught his boys to hunt as soon as they were of age. 

In a time when game laws were lax and ignored and waterfowl 

populations were fast declining Carl Leopold taught his son his 

first lessons in conservation thinking, and in appreciation of 

the natural world around him. Don't shoot in the spring, he 

taught his children. Search for the crippled bird until you find 

it. Limit your take. As often as not, Carl Leopold would leave 

the guns behind, and take Aldo and the other children out in the 

woods and fields just to see what was going on. 










